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Renaissance and Reformation

o Renaissance was a cultural rebirth from
the 14th century, driven by humanism,
art, and science, shifting focus to
human potential and secular life.

o Reformation was a religious upheaval
in the 16th century, sparked by Church
corruption and led by Martin Luther,
resulting cin the split of Christianity.

e Connection: Renaissance humanism
created a critical, literate public that
questioned authority, making the
Reformation possible. The printing
press was vital to both.

o Key Figure: Martin Luther challenged
papal authority with his 95 Theses,
emphasizing salvation by faith and the
Bible as supreme authority.

o Outcome: Europe was permanently
transformed religiously (Protestant vs.
Catholic), politically (stronger states),
and intellectually (questioning spirit).

YISTiRoT (THE RENAISSANCE)
»

<€
R (he weg FEr @ 1 "IASR’) | The Renaissance (French for 'rebirth’) was
?{ﬁ'q T T 149 ¥ 17901 SdTsal ek =l Uss | a period of intense cultural, artistic, political,

IR aaﬁ,w,maﬁ(mw and intellectual transformation in Europe,
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characterized by a revived interest in the
classical learning and values of ancient
Greece and Rome. It began in Italy and later
spread to the rest of Europe.

Causes of the Renaissance

= Decline of Feudalism

e The feudal system, based on land
ownership and serfdom, weakened due
to economic changes, the growth of
trade and the rise of towns. This
created a more fluid social structure
and a wealthy uRan class (burghers)
who became patrons of the arts.

1= Rise of City-States and URan Centers

o ltalian city-states like Florence, Venice,
Milan, and Rome became wealthy
through trade (especially with the East)
and banking. Their wealth funded
artistic and intellectual pursuits.

o Example: The Medici family in
Florence were bankers and great
patrons of artists like Michelangelo and
Leonardo da Vinci.

1= Fall of Constantinople (1453)

e The Ottoman conquest of
Constantinople led Greek scholars to
flee to Italy, bringing with them ancient
manuscripts and knowledge of
classical Greek texts, which fueled the
revival of learning.

1= |nvention of the Printing Press (c. 1440)

o Johannes Gutenberg’s movable-type
printing press (c. 1440) revolutionized
the spread of ideas. Books became
cheaper and more accessible, facilitating
literacy and the dissemination of
Renaissance humanist thought.
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3
=" Humanism
Humanism was an intellectual movement
that shifted focus from  religious

scholasticism to the study of classical texts,
human potential, and secular concerns.
Scholars like Petrarch (the 'Father of
Humanism') and Erasmus emphasized
studia humanitatis (the study of humanities).

1= Political Stability and Patronage

Powerful rulers and popes (e.g., Pope Julius
II) provided financial support (patronage) to
artists and thinkers, turning cities into
cultural hubs.

Features of the Renaissance

1= Humanism

o Definition: An intellectual stance that
emphasized the dignity, worth, and
agency of human beings, focusing on
classical education, critical thinking,
and eloquence.

e Example: Pico della Mirandola’s
Oration on the Dignity of Man (1486)
celebrated human potential.

1= Artistic Revolution

o Key Characteristics: Realism, use of
perspective, chiaroscuro (light and
shadow), anatomical accuracy, and
secular themes alongside religious ones.

o Artists: Leonardo da Vinci (Mona Lisa,

The Last Supper), Michelangelo
(David, Sistine Chapel ceiling),
Raphael (School of Athens).

1= Scientific Inquiry and Empirical
Observation

o Shift from reliance on ancient
authorites to  observation and

experimentation.
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o Example: Nicolaus Copernicus
proposed the heliocentric model,
challenging the geocentric view.

1= Literary Flourishing

o Vernacular languages (Italian, French,
English) were used alongside Latin,
making literature accessible.

o Writers: Dante Alighieri (Divine
Comedy in Italian), William
Shakespeare (English plays), Miguel
de Cervantes (Don Quixote in
Spanish).

1= Secularism

o While religion remained important,

there was a growing interest in worldly
pleasures, material beauty, and life on
earth (carpe diem — seize the day).

Impact of the Renaissance

1= |ntellectual Impact

o Laid the foundation for the Scientific
Revolution (Galileo, Kepler) and the
Enlightenment.

e Critical thinking and questioning of
traditional authorities increased.

1= Religious Impact

o Humanist study of biblical texts in their
original languages (Greek and Hebrew)
exposed errors in the Vulgate (Latin
Bible), contributing to the Reformation.

o Example: Erasmus’s Greek New
Testament (1516).

1= Political Impact

e Concept of the Renaissance Prince
(Machiavelli’'s The Prince, 1532) -
pragmatic, secular statecraft.

o Strengthened the idea of centralized
nation-states.
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1= Social Impact

o Education spread beyond clergy. The
ideal of the 'Renaissance Man' (a
person skilled in many fields) emerged.

o« Women of elite classes gained access
to education, though their roles
remained limited (e.g., Christine de
Pizan).

1= Artistic Legacy

o Established artistic techniques and
standards that dominated Western art
for centuries.

o Patronage system became a model for

R supporting the arts.
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Medieval Period vs. Renaissance

Aspect Medieval Period (c. 5th-14th cent.) Renaissance (c. 14th-17th cent.)

Worldview Theocentric (God-centered)

Anthropocentric (Human- centered)

Art Stylized, religious themes, symbolic Realistic, perspective, secular &

(e.g., Gothic art)

religious themes

Learning Scholasticism, focus on theology,

based on authority

Humanism, critical inquiry, rediscovery
of classics

Authority Church and tradition

Reason, observation, classical texts
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Literature Mostly in Latin, religious texts Vernacular languages flourish, diverse
genres

Science Based on Aristotle/Ptolemy, few Empirical observation, challenges to

challenges old theories
Political Divine right of kings, universal Secular statecraft, balance of power,
Thought  Christendom early nationalism

TRIY # eHYeIR sTiae
(THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT IN EUROPE)
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practices and doctrines of the Roman
Catholic Church. It led to the split in
Western Christianity and the
establishment of Protestant churches. It
began with Martin Luther in 1517 and
spread across Europe.

Causes of the Reformation

1= Religious Causes

o Corruption in the Church: Simony
(sale of church offices), nepotism,
pluralism (holding multiple offices), and
the moral laxity of clergy (including the
Pope).

« Sale of Indulgences: The practice of
selling certificates believed to reduce
punishment for sins, widely seen as
commercializing salvation. Example:
Johann Tetzel's aggressive sale in
Germany.

« Doctrinal Issues: Emphasis on rituals
and sacraments over personal faith; the
Bible was in Latin, inaccessible to
common people.
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1= Intellectual Causes
o Renaissance Humanism: Scholars like

Erasmus criticized Church abuses and
emphasized return to original Christian
sources (Ad fontes — 'to the sources').
Printing Press: Allowed rapid spread of
reformist ideas and vernacular Bibles.

1= Political Causes
+ Rise of Nationalism: Monarchs (e.g.,

in England, Germany) resented papal
interference and financial exactions
(like annates). They sought control over
church lands and appointments.
German Princes: Many  saw
Reformation as a chance to assert
independence from the Holy Roman
Emperor (Charles V) and the Pope.

= Economic Causes
o Resentment over Church wealth and

taxes (tithes). The peasantry and
emerging middle class were burdened.

o Rulers coveted church properties.

A1 TR (1483-1546)
[MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)]

WRfY® Sfas 3k smeanfors
qBhS
o Th WA ermfiefrea fug ofR faedent
favafaeme™ & edfemret & MHE
o O &t EERen ¥ W, fred frekre
fo Shael fagare (Hiell w1Ee) 3R 9 &
Fq (dren yfean), T fF o= wH
g-qfth T, gtk JeH Hd 2

Early Life and Spiritual Crisis

e A German Augustinian monk and

professor of theology at the University
of Wittenberg.

Troubled by the concept of salvation;
concluded that faith alone (sola fide)
and God’s grace (sola gratia), not
good works or indulgences, granted
salvation.
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The Ninety-Five Theses (1517)

On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed his
95 arguments against indulgences to
the door of Wittenberg Castle Church (a
common academic practice). This actis
considered the starting point of the
Reformation.

The Theses were quickly printed and
spread, causing a public controversy.

Key Doctrines (Lutheranism)

Sola Scriptura: Bible as the sole
religious authority, not Church tradition
or Pope.

Priesthood of All Believers: All
Christians have direct access to God,

diminishing the need for priestly
mediation.

Only two sacraments (Baptism and
Eucharist) as biblically instituted,

rejecting five others.
Consubstantiation (Christ’'s presence
with bread and wine in Eucharist) vs.
Catholic transubstantiation.

Leipzig Debate (1519): Luther debated
Johann Eck, denying papal supremacy.
Excommunication: Pope Leo X
excommunicated Luther in 1521 via the
bull Decet Romanum Pontificem.

Diet of Worms (1521): Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V summoned Luther,
who famously refused to recant: ‘Here /
stand, | can do no other." He was
declared an outlaw (Edict of Worms).
Translation of the Bible: Luther
translated the New Testament into
German (1522), making scripture
accessible and standardizing the
German language.

Peasants’ War (1524-25): Peasants,
inspired by Reformation ideas, revolted
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{IMPACT OF THE REFORMATION)
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o Ufvenit A o @t fawed: W= . Fragmentation of Western
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modern sovereign state.
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1. The term 'Renaissance' literally means:
(a) Rebirth (b) Reformation
(c) Rediscovery (d) Revolution
Ans. (a) Rebirth
The term 'Renaissance' is derived from the French
word meaning 'rebirth’, referring to the revival of
interest in classical Greek and Roman art, literature,
and learning.

2. Which city is considered the birthplace of
the Renaissance?
(@) Rome
(c) Florence

Ans. (c) Florence

Florence, under the patronage of the wealthy Medici
family, became the epicenter of artistic and
intellectual innovation in the 14th and 15th centuries.

3. The fall of Constantinople in 1453
contributed to the Renaissance by:

(@) Weakening the power of the Pope

(b) Encouraging the Crusades

(c) Driving Greek scholars to ltaly with ancient
manuscripts

(d) Promoting trade with the Americas
Ans. (c) Driving Greek scholars to Italy with ancient
manuscripts
When the Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople,
many Byzantine scholars fled to Italy, bringing with
them precious classical texts and knowledge,
which fueled the Renaissance.

4. Which invention of Johannes Gutenberg
greatly accelerated the spread of
Renaissance ideas?

(@) The Steam Engine (b) The Printing Press
(c) The Mariner's Compass
(d) The Telescope

Ans. (b) The Printing Press

The movable-type printing press (c. 1440) allowed

for the mass production of books, making

knowledge cheaper and more accessible, thus
disseminating Renaissance humanist thought
across Europe.

5. The philosophical
Renaissance was:
(a) Scholasticism
(c) Mysticism

Ans. (b) Humanism

(b) Venice
(d) Paris

cornerstone of the

(b) Humanism
(d) Feudalism



12

JISIRY] AFaaare o g1fie godfiar | Aa
&I, STl R AT Heii & sregad (¥efean
TAfeRw) W e Hfea a1 g faanl
6. AR IRIE ¥U A WHIAEE S =G Fgl STl
R, W F:
(@) =i srferferg
(c) TorararEh drgmfr (d) e Afsarden
3T (b) WHIRRD! TATH
TG A ARA ofes ol & drewgd iR HHq
Il Bl e W AR fean, R gaeiRe
Hradrarg & g gl
7. fordmrel @1 fa= &t A form’ gESITRY @1 TH
TG IR -
(a) enfie Uchidmarg & SUIRT @
(b) THATST AR JefarE SIRAl HeAlcHD qHdDI Bl
(c) TMfore aTeganett el B
(d) Fei vl oR e Hfed B &
3T (b) THATST AR TG SR HeATHS T BT
A1 forar genefard) fomon, AAdseG TERE SR
TS (I & drAd Hs101) & AR & J1eTd |
JISIIRY] HellcHd TR Pl I&TER0T gl
8. el Al o T i’ 39 fow o
3
(a) TP ATSY SATS FAIS B WIRE] TR H]
(b) AfTHar I TSI BT 31T HRAT
(c) Awaifd el B gerdr o=
(d) TSTEE @I 3TATET HRAT
3T (b) B & ST B T HRAT

[fpgrde = d& a1 f5 Th sAd B ATaeRb
IR IRAfID VST & H1ETH A T U R 3R
AT TG IR T Higd BT 91y, el & qdT
AdAd X B B FI A &I, I8 A IoHIfad
AR ¥ v favm @1 fafga o= =
9. JAEINRY Fell P TH T IRwar sHat Suant o

(a) YRa® gRuey

(b) |uTE, fE-omam il

(c) A & U= BT =T SYART

(d) Faar anfie fawy
3T (a) XRaw aRuen
FIOH S BATPRI 1 TP AUIC Adg R &R
R Premrdar &1 w9 Y1 &A1 & forw WRaw
oRven faefaa fear, S gaoifRor ®el & UH
Tga™ ol

(b) IR UMD

Learning Media Publication

Renaissance Humanism shifted focus from
religious dogma to human potential, achievements,
and the study of classical texts (studia humanitatis).

6. Who is famously known as the 'Father of
Humanism'?
(a) Dante Alighieri
(b) Francesco Petrarch
(c) Giovanni Boccaccio
(d) Niccold Machiavelli
Ans. (b) Francesco Petrarch
Petrarch emphasized the study of classical Latin
texts and the potential for human excellence, laying
the foundation for Renaissance humanism.

1. Leonardo da Vinci's 'Mona Lisa' is a prime
example of Renaissance:
(a) Use of religious symbolism
(b) Artistic techniques like sfumato and
realism
(c) Gothic architectural style
(d) Focus on medieval themes
Ans. (b) Artistic techniques like sfumato and
realism
The Mona Lisa exemplifies Renaissance artistic
innovation  through its realistic  portrayal,
psychological depth, and the use of sfumato (soft
blending of colors).
8. Niccolo Machiavelli's ‘The Prince' is notable
for:
(a) Outlining a perfect Christian society
(b) Separating politics from morality
(c) Promoting democratic ideals
(d) Criticizing the monarchy
Ans. (b) Separating politics from morality
Machiavelli argued that a ruler should focus on
acquiring and maintaining power through
pragmatism and realpolitik, even if it meant being
ruthless, marking a break from medieval political
thought.
9. Akey feature of Renaissance art was the use of:
(a) Linear Perspective
(b) Flat, two-dimensional figures
(c) Exclusive use of gold leaf
(d) Only religious subjects
Ans. (a) Linear Perspective
Artists  like  Brunelleschi  developed linear
perspective to create an illusion of depth and
three-dimensionality on a flat surface, a hallmark of
Renaissance art.
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10. Which of these was a major impact of the
Renaissance?
(a) Strengthening of feudal institutions
(b) Weakening of the authority of the Church
(c) Decreased interest in scientific inquiry
(d) Decline in vernacular literature
Ans. (b) Weakening of the authority of the Church
The humanist emphasis on individual reason and
critical inquiry challenged the Church's monopoly
on knowledge and truth, paving the way for the
Reformation and scientific revolution.
11. The concept of 'Renaissance Man' refers to:
(@) A man who fought in the Crusades
(b) A person with expertise in multiple fields
(c) A dedicated priest
(d) A feudal lord
Ans. (b) A person with expertise in multiple fields
Idealized in figures like Leonardo da Vinci, it
described an individual who cultivated talents in
diverse areas like art, science, literature, and music.

12. Which Renaissance artist painted the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel?
(a) Raphael
(c) Michelangelo
Ans. (c) Michelangelo
Michelangelo Buonarroti painted the iconic scenes
from Genesis on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in
Vatican City between 1508 and 1512.
13. The wealth that funded the Renaissance in
Italy primarily came from:
(a) Agriculture
(b) Loot from the Crusades
(c) Trade and Banking (d) Royal taxation
Ans. (c) Trade and Banking
ltalian city-states like Florence, Venice, and Genoa
grew immensely wealthy through Mediterranean
trade and banking, providing capital for patronage
of the arts.
14. Erasmus of Rotterdam was a leading figure of:
(@) The ltalian Renaissance
(b) The Northern Renaissance
(c) The Catholic Counter-Reformation
(d) The Scientific Revolution
Ans. (b) The Northern Renaissance
Desiderius Erasmus was a Dutch Christian
humanist who applied humanist techniques to the
study of religious texts, preparing the ground for the
Reformation in Northern Europe.

(b) Donatello
(d) Titian
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15. William  Shakespeare's
associated with:
(a) The French Renaissance
(b) The Italian Renaissance
(c) The English Renaissance
(d) The Spanish Renaissance
Ans. (c) The English Renaissance
Shakespeare (1564-1616) is the most famous writer
of the English Renaissance, a period that saw a
flowering of literature and drama.
16. The immediate cause that triggered Martin
Luther's protest in 1517 was:
(a) The sale of church offices (simony)
(b) The sale of indulgences by Johann Tetzel
(c) The corruption of the Pope
(d) The translation of the Bible
Ans. (b) The sale of indulgences by Johann Tetzel
Luther was outraged by the aggressive sale of
indulgences (pardons for sins) by Dominican friar
Johann Tetzel, which he saw as a corrupt practice
exploiting believers.
17. Martin Luther famously nailed his '95
Theses' to the door of:
(a) St. Peter's Basilica, Rome
(b) The University of Wittenberg
(c) The Castle Church in Wittenberg
(d) The Diet of Worms
Ans. (c) The Castle Church in Wittenberg
On October 31, 1517, Luther posted his 95
arguments against indulgences on the door of the
Castle Church in  Wittenberg, an act that
symbolically began the Reformation.
18. Luther's core doctrine of salvation was
summarized as:
(a) Salvation through good works
(b) Salvation through faith alone (Sola Fide)
(c) Salvation through the Church's sacraments
(d) Salvation through pilgrimage
Ans. (b) Salvation through faith alone (Sola Fide)
Luther argued that humans are saved solely by
God's grace, received through faith in Christ, and
not by their own good deeds or the intermediation
of the Church.
19. At the Diet of Worms (1521), Martin Luther
was asked to:
(a) Become a Cardinal (b) Recant his writings
(c) Lead a new church (d) Translate the Bible

works are
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Ans. (b) Recant his writings
Summoned by Holy Roman Emperor Charles V,
Luther refused to recant his writings, famously
stating, 'Here | stand, | can do no other.'
20. After being declared an outlaw, Luther was
protected by:
(@) The King of France
(b) The Pope
(c) Frederick the Wise of Saxony
(d) Ulrich Zwingli
Ans. (c) Frederick the Wise of Saxony
Elector Frederick Il of Saxony, sympathetic to
Luther's ideas, staged a 'kidnapping' and hid him in
Wartburg Castle, where Luther translated the New
Testament into German.
21. Luther's translation of the Bible into German
was significant because it:
(a) Made it the official Bible of the Catholic
Church
(b)Made scripiure accessible to common
people
(c) Was the first Bible printed in Europe
(d) Used complex Latin for accuracy
Ans. (b) Made scripture accessible to common
people
By translating the Bible into the vernacular, Luther
empowered individuals to read and interpret
scripture for themselves, undermining the clergy's
exclusive authority.
22. Which of the following is NOT one of
Luther's 'Solas'?
(a) Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)
(b) Sola Fide (Faith Alone)
(c) Sola Ecclesia (Church Alone)
(d) Sola Gratia (Grace Alone)
Ans. (c) Sola Ecclesia (Church Alone)
The three fundamental principles were Sola
Scriptura (Bible as sole authority), Sola Fide (faith
alone), and Sola Gratia (grace alone).
23. The Peace of AugWurg (1555) established
the principle:
(a) Freedom of religion for all individuals
(b) Cuius regio, eius religio (Whose realm, his
religion)
(c) Permanent supremacy of the Catholic
Church
(d) The separation of church and state
Ans. (b) Cuius regio, eius religio (Whose realm, his
religion)
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This treaty ended early religious wars in the Holy
Roman Empire, allowing each prince to choose
either Lutheranism or Catholicism for his territory.

24. The Reformation in England under Henry
VIl was initially motivated by:
(@) A deep theological disagreement with
Rome
(b) The influence of John Calvin

(c) Henry's desire for a male heir and
annulment

(d) A popular uprising against the Pope
Ans. (c) Henry's desire for a male heir and
annulment
Henry VIl sought to annul his marriage to Catherine
of Aragon. When the Pope refused, Henry broke
with Rome, establishing the Church of England with
himself as its head.

25. The leader of the Protestant Reformation in
Switzerland was:
(@) John Knox

(b) Ulrich Zwingli

(c) Martin Bucer

(d) Ignatius of Loyola

Ans. (b) Ulrich Zwingli

Zwingli led the Reformation in Zurich, advocating

for reforms that were often more radical than

Luther's, particularly regarding the removal of icons
and the nature of the Eucharist.

26. John Calvin's reform movement
centered in the city of:
(@) Geneva
(c) Paris
Ans. (a) Geneva
Calvin established a strict theocratic government in
Geneva, which became the model for Reformed
Protestantism and a center for Protestant exiles
from across Europe.

27. Akey doctrine associated with John Calvin is:
(a) Papal Infallibility
(b) Predestination
(c) Transubstantiation
(d) Veneration of Saints
Ans. (b) Predestination
Calvin taught the doctrine of predestination, which
held that God had eternally chosen some for
salvation (the elect) and others for damnation.

was

(b) Zurich
(d) StraWourg
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28. The Catholic Church's response to the
Protestant Reformation is known as:
(@) The Inquisition
(b) The Council of Trent
(c) The Catholic Counter-Reformation
(d) Bothb and c
Ans. (d) Bothband c
*The Counter-Reformation was a comprehensive
movement involving the Council of Trent (1545-63),
which clarified doctrine and initiated reforms, as
well as new orders like the Jesuits.

29. The Society of Jesus (Jesuits) was founded
by:
(a) Pope Paul I
(b) St. Ignatius of Loyola
(c) St. Francis Xavier
(d) St. Teresa of Avila
Ans. (b) St. Ignatius of Loyola
Ignatius of Loyola founded the Jesuits in 1540. They
became the foremost Catholic missionary and
educational order, playing a crucial role in
revitalizing the Church.

30. Which council defined Catholic doctrine in

opposition to Protestant beliefs?

(a) Council of Nicaea

(b) Council of Chalcedon

(c) Council of Trent  (d) Vatican Council |
Ans. (c) Council of Trent
The Council of Trent (1545-63) reaffirmed Catholic
doctrines like transubstantiation, the necessity of
good works, and the authority of tradition, while
reforming clerical abuses.

31. The main cause for the Reformation, as per
long-term historical view, was:
(@) The invention of the printing press
(b) Growing nationalism and resentment of
papal power
(c) Widespread corruption in the Catholic
Church
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
The Reformation resulted from a combination of
religious, political, and technological factors:
Church corruption, rising national consciousness,
and the printing press spreading new ideas.
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32. Martin Luther's attitude towards peasant
revolts (1524-25) was:
(a) Supportive, as they fought for religious
freedom
(b) Neutral, urging both sides to negotiate
(c) Strongly oppositional, urging princes to
crush them
(d) He led the peasant armies
Ans. (c) Strongly oppositional, urging princes to
crush them
Luther was appalled by the violent Peasants' War,
which used his ideas for social revolution. He wrote
'Against the Murderous, Thieving Hordes of
Peasants,' urging harsh suppression.

33. Lutheranism found most of its early support
among:
(a) The peasants and serfs

(b) German princes and the uRan middle
class

(c) The Holy Roman Emperor

(d) The lItalian city-states
Ans. (b) German princes and the uRan middle
class
German princes saw it as a chance to seize Church
land and assert independence from the Emperor.
The uRan middle class appreciated its emphasis on
literacy and individual conscience.

34. The term 'Protestant' originated from:
(a) Luther's protest at Worms
(b) The protest of German princes at the Diet
of Speyer (1529)
(c) The protest against the sale of
indulgences
(d) Calvin's protest in Geneva
Ans. (b) The protest of German princes at the Diet
of Speyer (1529)
At the Diet of Speyer, German princes who
supported Luther 'protested' the decision to enforce
the Edict of Worms, leading to them being called
'Protestants.'
35. Anabaptists were a radical Reformation
group known for:
(a) Believing in infant baptism
(b) Rejecting infant baptism in favor of adult
baptism
(c) Supporting state-controlled churches
(d) Following the Pope's authority

Ans. (b) Rejecting infant baptism in favor of adult
baptism
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Anabaptists  (re-baptizers') believed baptism
should be a conscious choice for adults. They were
persecuted by both Catholics and other
Protestants.

36. The Reformation contributed to the growth of:
(a) Feudal loyalty
(b) Absolute monarchy
(c) Vernacular languages and national
identities
(d) The universal authority of the Papacy
Ans. (c) Vernacular languages and national
identities
The use of vernacular languages in worship, liturgy,
and Bible translation strengthened national
languages and fostered a sense of national identity
separate from a universal Latin Christendom.

37. Who was the English monarch who
established a moderate Protestant
settlement (Via Media)?

(@) Henry VIII (b) Mary 1

(c) Elizabeth | (d) James |
Ans. (c) Elizabeth |
Queen Elizabeth I's Elizabethan Settlement (1559)
established the Church of England as a Protestant
church with the monarch as its head, but retained
many traditional ceremonies, creating a 'Middle Way.'

38. The St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre (1572)
was associated with the Reformation in:
(@) Germany (b) England
(c) France (d) Switzerland
Ans. (c) France
This was a targeted massacre of French Huguenots
(Calvinists) in Paris, instigated by Catholic royals,
highlighting the intense religious wars in France.

39. The Reformation led to:
(a) Increased power for the Holy Roman
Emperor

(b) The permanent religious unity of Western
Europe

(c) A decline in literacy and education

(d) Religious wars and conflicts across
Europe

Ans. (d) Religious wars and conflicts across
Europe

The division of Christendom led to decades of
warfare, such as the French Wars of Religion and
the Thirty Years' War, fought over religion and
political power.
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40. A major social impact of the Reformation was:
(a) The abolition of all social hierarchies
(b) The closure of monasteries and
redistribution of wealth
(c) The immediate emancipation of peasants
(d) The end of monarchy in Europe
Ans. (b) The closure of monasteries and
redistribution of wealth
Protestant territories  dissolved monasteries,
confiscating their vast lands and wealth, which were
often transferred to princes, nobles, or used for
civic purposes.

41. Which Renaissance idea most directly
challenged the Church's authority and
contributed to the Reformation?

(a) Realism in Art

(b) Humanist critical inquiry and emphasis on

original texts

(c) The concept of the 'Renaissance Man'

(d) Patronage by wealthy merchants
Ans. (b) Humanist critical inquiry and emphasis on
original texts
Humanists like Erasmus applied textual criticism to
the Bible and Church documents, exposing errors
and encouraging people to go back to the source
(ad fontes), which undermined Church tradition.

42. What was a common goal of both
Renaissance = humanists and  early
Protestant reformers?

(@) To abolish the monarchy

(b) To return to the original sources (classical

or biblical)

(c) To promote the sale of indulgences

(d) To strengthen papal authority
Ans. (b) To return to the original sources (classical
or biblical)
Humanists wanted to return to classical Greek and
Roman texts. Reformers wanted to return to the
original teachings of the Bible. Both movements
valued original sources over later interpretations.

43. The event that marked the definitive
beginning of the Protestant Reformation is
considered to be:

(@) The Council of Trent
(b) The excommunication of Martin Luther
(c) The posting of the 95 Theses
(d) The Diet of Worms
Ans. (c) The posting of the 95 Theses
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While the Reformation had deep roots, the public
act of posting the 95 Theses on October 31, 1517,
is the traditional symbolic starting point.
44. Which of these was a consequence of both
the Renaissance and the Reformation?
(a) The strengthening of feudal lords
(b) A decline in the power of nation-states
(c) The weakening of the universal authority
of the Catholic Church
(d) The end of all religious art
Ans. (c) The weakening of the universal authority of
the Catholic Church
The Renaissance challenged its intellectual
authority; the Reformation shattered its religious
and political unity in Western Europe.
45. Luther's belief in the 'Priesthood of All
Believers' meant:
(a) Anyone could become a priest without
training
(b) All Christians had direct access to God
without needing a priest as an
intermediary
(c) Priests should be elected by the people
(d) The sacraments were unnecessary
Ans. (b) All Christians had direct access to God
without needing a priest as an intermediary
This doctrine diminished the special status of the
clergy and empowered the individual believer, a
radical shift from Catholic hierarchy.
46. Which country remained largely Catholic
despite the Reformation?

(a) Sweden (b) Spain
(c) England (after 1559)
(d) Norway

Ans. (b) Spain

Spain, under the strong rule of monarchs like
Ferdinand and Isabella, remained a fervent Catholic
stronghold and a leading force in the
Counter-Reformation.

47. The Index of Prohibited Books was a tool of
the:
(a) Protestant reformers
(b) Catholic Counter-Reformation
(c) German princes
(d) Anabaptists
Ans. (b) Catholic Counter-Reformation
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The Catholic Church created the Index to censor
books considered heretical or immoral, aiming to
stop the spread of Protestant ideas.

48. The Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) began as
a religious conflict between:
(@) England and Spain
(b) Catholics and Protestants in the Holy
Roman Empire
(c) Calvinists and Anabaptists
(d) The Pope and the Emperor
Ans. (b) Catholics and Protestants in the Holy
Roman Empire
It started with the Defenestration of Prague, a revolt
of Protestant Bohemian estates against the
Catholic HabWurg emperor, though it later evolved
into a political struggle.

49. A long-term impact of the Reformation was:
(a) The establishment of religious uniformity
across Europe
(b) The promotion of secularism and religious
pluralism
(c) The decline of the nation-state
(d) The restoration of papal supremacy
Ans. (b) The promotion of secularism and religious
pluralism
The failure io re-establish religious unity eventually
led to the acceptance of multiple Christian
denominations, paving the way for modern
concepts of religious tolerance and secular states.
50. Which figure bridges the Renaissance and
Reformation through his scholarly work on
the Greek New Testament?
(a) Michelangelo
(b) Niccold Machiavelli
(c) Desiderius Erasmus
(d) Thomas More
Ans. (c) Desiderius Erasmus
Erasmus, a Renaissance humanist, published a
critical Greek edition of the New Testament. His
work influenced Luther and highlighted Church
errors, yet he remained Catholic.



