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UNIT

Ari= foaR : 7 vd oifdea

Ancient Thought: Manu & Kautilya

"R 9RO Ta-ifae fRFa=
(ANCIENT INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT)
<& »

A AR Teifaes fead ereme (s
AR iy W ) AR e (TSI 3R
1O o ) SI9 Tl & SY-|1e HEvrRd
AR T S HETREl ¥ e 9 ffed 81 9'
SERIeh TI-Jaiell o1 a1 e g1 Heia
e fagia o 3—us T e S
HTfHeRdT, Shded 3N SRS T4 TS e
1 Tl 21 UST 1 &4 Rl oA Wa % fore we
AELIH A % T § @ Al ¢, A €S
(TS) 1 AT A & GIEE & &9 H TN Hl
B1 TST & THgid o ST g Hsid (59 &
i T A de) AR qsEd (T w fafre
FdT) Ht STEERON & Wew F fowga fopan sman
21 39 M I T T Althed IR B &
TS IR Gaenfe S % iR 7 ik
TI-TeeF 3R T % el oy
Fifee (5= = a1 faopra & 9@ & o
ST ST ©) |

T Td hifeed T AR Terifaen faw s
< W@, WER Yok GRS 1 Sl Hd g
T fcer W6 Haees gien T wd §, S U
1 o E HESeh Hdsd W Sredl 81 wieed
RETeH Arefie TeM wd €, S wh S

Ancient Indian political thought is deeply
rooted in texts known as Dharmashastras
(treatises on law and duty) and Arthashastra
(the science of politics and economics), as
well as epic narratives like the Mahabharata
and Ramayana. This tradition uniquely blends
philosophical ideals, ethical imperatives,
and practical statecraft. The central
organizing principle is Dharma—a concept
signifying righteousness, duty, and the
cosmic and social order. The state is seen as
a necessary instrument to uphold Dharma,
employing Danda (the rod or punishment) as
a means of enforcement. The theory of the
state is often elaborated through the
Saptanga theory (the seven limbs or
elements of the state) and the concept of
Rajdharma (the specific duties of the king).
Two towering figures define this era: Manu,
the codifier of social and constitutional law,
and Kautilya (also known as Chanakya or
Vishnugupta), the pragmatic master of
statecraft and administration.

Manu and Kautilya represent the two
dominant, complementary streams of ancient
Indian political thought. Manu provides the
ethical and constitutional framework,
anchoring the state in Dharma and social
duty. Kautilya provides the operational
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manual, detailing the mechanics of acquiring,
maintaining, and exercising power. Together,
they form the bedrock of traditional Indian
ideas on governance, society, and the state.

)

MANU (MANUSMRITI)]

o T A T & FEm a9 g @
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I H, a1 7 9w TS w1 G, FSeh
g 33, 9 IR 7W S e <Fael &
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FHA T ATHR TR TSl I T TE &N
% dgcl 907 (HeTarl) & &9 H 99 Sl
T B U8 Teh IEeh Sifded Tfd Ll
o TS L& UM S TS L M q21 T
T T L

The Manusmriti or 'Laws of Manu' is one of
the most authoritative and earliest
Dharmashastras, composed roughly
between the 2nd century BCE and the 3rd
century CE. Attributed to the sage Manu,
the progenitor of humanity in Hindu tradition,
this text is not merely a legal code but a
comprehensive manual for social life,
governance, and personal conduct. It
systematically  outlines the Varna-
Ashrama-Dharma system, prescribing
specific duties (svadharma) based on one's
social class (varna) and stage of life
(ashrama). Its political philosophy is
inextricably linked to this social framework.

Key Political Ideas
1= Origin of State and Kingship

o Divine and Contractual Origin: Manu
propounds a theory that blends divine
ordination with a social contract. In a
state of nature (a condition of anarchy
and fear termed Matsyanyaya, or 'the
law of the fish'), people approached the
gods for protection. In response, the
divine beings sent the first king, who
was created by extracting eternal
particles from the essence of major
deities like Indra, Vayu, and Yama.

o Extraction of Taxes as Wage: The
king's right to rule and collect taxes is
legitimized as a 'wage' (vetana) for the
vital service of protection he provides to
the people. This creates a mutual
obligation: the king protects, and the
subjects pay taxes and obey.
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1= Theory of Kingship and Rajdharma
o The King as the Upholder of Dharma:

The primary and sacred duty of the king
(Rajdharma) is to protect Dharma—the
social and cosmic order. He is both a
servant and an embodiment of Dharma.
Divine Attributes: While not a god
himself, the king possesses a divine
essence (tejas) that commands respect
and obedience. Disobeying him is
equated with disobeying Dharma itself.
Duties (Rajdharma): His specific
duties include:

Protection (Raksha): Safeguarding
the subjects, the state, and the social
order (the Varna system).
Administration of Justice
(Vyavahara): Acting as the supreme
judge, deciding cases based on the
principles of Danda and Dharmashastras.
Punishment (Danda): Wielding the rod
of punishment wisely and impartially.
Dandaniti (the science of punishment)
is the core of his statecraft. Danda,
when applied justly, ensures the age of
righteousness (Satya Yuga); when
misapplied, it leads to chaos.

1= Social Philosophy: Varna System
o Organic and Hierarchical Social

Order: Manu's state is built upon a
rigid, duty-based, and hierarchical
social  structure comprising four
Varnas: Brahmins (priests, teachers),
Kshatriyas (rulers, warriors), Vaishyas
(traders, agriculturists), and Shudras
(servants).

Functional Division: Each Varna has
specific, hereditary duties (svadharma):
Brahmins: Study, teach, perform
sacrifices, and receive gifts.
Kshatriyas: Protect, administer
justice, and govern.
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o Vaishyas: Engage in trade, agriculture,
and cattle-rearing.

o Shudras: Serve the three higher Varnas.

o Basis of Governance: The king's key
role is to maintain and enforce this
division, ensuring each group performs
its  prescribed function  without
encroaching on another's. This stability
is considered essential for the
prosperity of the state.

1= Concept of Law and Justice

o Sources of Law: Manu identifies four
primary sources of law (Dharma):

1. Shruti (the Vedas, revealed scripture).

2. Smriti (tradition, including texts like
Manusmriti itself).

3. Sadachara (conduct of the virtuous).

4. Atmatusti (one's own conscience,

for matters not covered elsewhere).

o Judicial Process: The king is advised

to decide cases in consultation with

learned Brahmins. The judicial process

should consider local customs,
documents, and witnesses.

1= Critical Evaluation

o Strengths: Provided a comprehensive
and stable socio-legal framework that
guided Indian society for centuries.
Emphasized the ethical and
duty-bound nature of kingship.

o Criticisms: Its rigid, hierarchical, and
discriminatory Varna system s
fundamentally  anti-egalitarian. It
institutionalized social inequality and
restricted social mobility, oppressing
lower Varnas and women.
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JKAUTILYA (ARTHASHASTRA)]
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isd &l

Background

Kautilya, traditionally  identified as
Chanakya or Vishnugupta, was the chief
minister of Chandragupta  Maurya
(c. 320-298 BCE). His Arthashastra ('The
Science of Wealth and Politics') is a
seminal, unparalleled treatise on statecraft,
economics, military  strategy, and
administration. It is profoundly secular,
pragmatic, and empirical, often described
as realpolitik.

Key Political Ideas

1= Scope and Centrality of Artha

o Supremacy of Artha: Kautilya places
Artha (material well-being, wealth,
power) at the center of human and state
pursuits. He argues that Dharma
(righteousness) and Kama (pleasure)
are dependent on Artha. A prosperous
and powerful state is the foundation for
all other goals.

« Science of Statecraft: The Arthashastra
is a detailed manual for the king
(Svami) on how to acquire, maintain,
and expand power and territory.

1= Theory of State: Saptanga

Kautilya provides the most elaborate and
systematic theory of the state in ancient
India—the Saptanga or 'Seven Elements'
theory. The state is an organic entity
comprising seven interrelated limbs:

1. Swamin (The Sovereign/Ruler): The
lynchpin of the state. He must be
endowed with intellect, energy, and
personal qualities. His duties are
exhaustive, centered on the welfare
and security of the state.
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2. Amatya (The Minister/ Administrator):
The bureaucracy. Kautilya details
rigorous methods for their selection,
training, testing, and espionage to
ensure loyalty and efficiency.

3. Janapada (The Territory and
Population): Emphasis on a
populated and prosperous territory with
features like fertile land, fortifications,
and resources.

4. Durga (The Fortified Capital):

Strategic fortresses for defense,
administration, and refuge.

5. Kosha (The Treasury) : A full treasury
is vital for all state functions. Kautilya
provides intricate details on taxation,
revenue collection, and state economic
enterprises.

6. Danda (The Army/Force): A loyal,
well-paid, and well-organized military,
drawn from various sources including
hereditary troops, mercenaries, and allies.

7. Mitra (The Ally): A friendly foreign
king, considered a crucial element of
state power. Diplomacy is key to
securing and maintaining such alliances.

1= Statecraft and Foreign Policy: Mandala
Theory

o Mandala (Circle of States) : Kautilya's
famous geopolitical model visualizes
the king's state (Vijigishu - the
conqueror) at the center, surrounded by
concentric circles of enemies (Ari),
allies (Mitra), and neutral kings.

o Four Upayas (Means of Policy) : To
deal with other states, the king can
employ:

1. Sama (conciliation)

2. Dama (gifts/bribery)

3. Danda (force/punishment)
4. Bheda (dissension/division)
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. fagwr fifq & B S (wgua): fafire
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o Six Measures of Foreign Policy
(Shadgunya): A set of specific diplomatic
strategies: Peace (Sandhi), War
(Vigraha), Preparation for War (Asana),
Attack (Yana), Seeking Refuge (Samsraya),
and Dual Policy (Dvaidhibhava). The

gﬁ'q‘rm e W R w5 7 choice depends on a cold, calculated
assessment of relative power.
I RTINS B CoR awit r= Administration and Espionage

o id AROIE: Hifecd TH Tt

o Bureaucratic Centralism: Kautilya

hiehd, Sieel T HI AHATE B H
STETSRA ¥ TRt J9Agia aeh Teft =Sl i
SEE HTH 9T S 9 Wit

o WORI i A& T@eX Ta1 3ITHt
T I STURRI |1 Te=RI 1 STEM
Al ®Y 9 AN, AR wd Earfad
fagifeall W ToR W@ & fore, qen o ' 9 9
I3 TS ¥ GRAl SR SEH o o
fFan S oml sH9 e wd gEeTE
fofem gfafeaa g e

outlines a highly centralized, complex,
and efficient bureaucratic structure with
numerous departments overseeing
everything from trade and agriculture to
mines, shipping, and prostitution.

Role of Espionage: The secret
service  (Gudapurusha) is a
cornerstone of his system. Spies were
used internally to monitor ministers,
citizens, and potential dissidents, and
externally to gather intelligence on
enemy states. This ensured control and
informed decision-making.

r= Dandaniti and the Welfare State

« Danda as the Basis of Order: Like
Manu, Kautilya emphasizes Danda, but

1= QUSNfd BF HeABRY 15
o STEEAT S SN o B H 9US: T Fi Aifd

Fifeed @t g0 W o o B, foheg STl
gfeshion sfereh ST €1 =Tt <
TS T qoHifaes e (Jme| —
AR 1 heToT T TRaT) GiHfe=d L 7
THEATUT eht STTLUT: TS T Haed 3TI!
ST % Hifde WH STeAMcHE hedrol ohl
a1 S § (ST W Y@ TE — Wk
@ & & T w1 gE ©) | 390 gl g
o1 frmfor, STeeTl o1 gueH, sTderawen #
9= qen st S Usha™ wiHe 2

his approach is more instrumental. Just
punishment ensures social and political
order (Yogakshema — welfare and
security of the people).

Concept of Welfare: The king's duty is
to promote the material and spiritual
welfare of his subjects (Praja Sukhe
Sukham Raja — in the happiness of the
subjects lies the happiness of the king).
This includes building infrastructure,
supporting the helpless, regulating the
economy, and preventing famine.
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Critical Evaluation
o Strengths: A masterpiece of practical

politics and administration. Its realism,
systematic approach to state power,
and insights into economics, strategy,
and bureaucracy are astonishingly
modern.

Criticisms: Often labeled as
Machiavellian  (centuries  before
Machiavelli) for its amoral,

ends-justify-the-means approach. The
extensive use of espionage and deceit

Td Tl & ATF ITAN HI TF A0 Lerd can be seen as advocating a pervasive
TS ! Fohierd & &9 § <@ ST Hehell B police state. The relentless focus on
it R FRa & Sfas By =61 107 2 power can overshadow ethical
HahdT 2 considerations.
7 ¥ Bt
fadrwan L& Difec
Tl T ERSINECERITE)) SENIEC
mAfAe QY e (BIH, o, AFoe avern) 31k (WIfh, b, o)
g g LI-dfiere SART; o9 & WReTd Wi RIg; Y19 Ud IARP-9Ied & w9y
& w9 H I ]
wroe gfedor Rer, sofiag qut aawenl 31t writen, e SRt gd o R
EREECIBIEG TR dfedl
LR tcASICE 1% A ofs & wu H gus| vIfth Ud @a=el & foy Ush amagiRe Ul
% w9 ¥ gus|
facw Afa EXREESEI e fawga avsa g Ud wIsua
ifal
ENIKE I 4 e &b A RagTl [, Beilpd ABRLE Td AT &R
T
faxraa e fafS-Fmian, amiie SRa & 1R genfare) vd UIIER; TSI @

MR T
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Manu vs. Kautilya

Feature Manu Kautilya

Core Text Manusmriti (Dharmashastra) Arthashastra

Primary Focus Dharma (Law, Duty, Social  Artha (Power, Wealth,
Order) Statecraft)

Basis of Theory

Ethical, Religious, Normative

Pragmatic, Secular, Empirical

State Theory

Divine-contractual origin; King
as upholder of Dharma.

Saptanga (Seven-element)
theory; State as a power
organism.

Social Vision

Static, hierarchical Varna
system. Duty-based.

More flexible, focused on
economic functions and state
control.

Key Instrument

Danda as a moral force for
Dharma.

Danda as a practical tool for
power and order.

Foreign Policy

Less elaborated.

Highly elaborated Mandala
Theory and Shadgunya.

Administration

General principles of justice
and duty.

Detailed, centralized
bureaucracy and pervasive
espionage.

Legacy

The great lawgiver; shaped
social structure.

The ultimate realist and
strategist; shaped statecraft.
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1. The Manusmriti is essentially a treatise on:
(@) Economics and trade
(b) Dharma and social order
(c) Military strategy
(d) Foreign policy

Ans. (b) Dharma and social order

The central theme of Manusmriti is the codification
of Dharma (duty, law, righteousness) governing the
individual, the king, and the social classes
(Varnas).

2. According to Kautilya, the ultimate goal of
the state is:

(a) Spiritual liberation (Moksha)

(b) Protection and welfare of the people

(b) Territorial expansion

(c) Accumulation of wealth

Ans. (b) Protection and welfare of the people
Kautilya in the Arthashastra states that 'the
happiness of the king lies in the happiness of his
subjects; his welfare is their welfare.'

3. The theory of ‘Matsya Nyaya’ (Law of the
Fish) in ancient Indian thought refers to:

(a) The cycle of rebirth

(b) The divine origin of kingship

(c) The state of anarchy where the strong

devour the weak

(d) The principle of non-violence
Ans. (c) The state of anarchy where the strong
devour the weak
It is the chaotic state of nature without a ruler, used
to justify the need for a king (state) to maintain
order.

4. Kautilya’s
consists of:
(a) 5 elements

(b) 6 elements

(c) 7 elements

(d) 8 elements

Ans. (c) 7 elements

The seven interdependent elements (prakritis) are:

Swami (King), Amatya (Ministers), Janapada

(Territory & People), Durga (Fortified Capital),

Kosha (Treasury), Danda (Army), and Mitra (Ally).

‘Saptanga Theory’ of State
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5. According to Manu, the primary duty of a
Kshatriya (the ruling class) is:
(a) To study and teach the Vedas

(b) To protect the people and administer justice
(c) To engage in trade and agriculture
d)

(d) To serve the other three Varnas
Ans. (b) To protect the people and administer
justice
Manu assigns specific svadharma (own duty) to
each Varna. Protection (rakshana) and
administration are the core duties of the Kshatriya.

6. In Kautilya’s Arthashastra, the

‘Dandaniti’ means:

(a) Science of economics

(b) Science of diplomacy

(c) Science of governance and punishment

(d) Science of ethics
Ans. (c) Science of governance and punishment
Dandaniti is the science of wielding Danda (the rod
of punishment), which is the foundation of law,
justice, and administration.

7. Manu’s concept of the origin of kingship is
primarily:

(a) Social Contractual (b) Divine

(c) Secular and practical

(d) Based on military conquest
Ans. (b) Divine
Manu propounds the divine origin theory, stating
that the king was created by the gods from particles
of their essences to protect the world.

8. Which of the following is NOT one of the four
methods of foreign policy (Shadguny(a)
advocated by Kautilya?

(a) Sandhi (Treaty/Peace)

(b) Vigraha (War/Hostility)

(c) Dharana (Maintaining status quo)
(d) Asana (Neutrality)

Ans. (c) Dharana (Maintaining status quo)

The sixfold policy (Shadgunya) includes: Sandhi,

Vigraha, Yana (Marching/Preparation), Asana,

Samsraya (Seeking shelter), and Dvaidhibhava

(Dual policy). 'Dharana' is not part of this list.

term

9. The Manusmriti  prescribes  ‘Varna
Vyavastha’ based on:
(@) Economic status  (b) Birth

(c) Personal aptitude (Guna-Karma)
(d) Educational qualification
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Ans. (c) Personal aptitude (Guna-Karma)
While in practice it became hereditary, Manu
theoretically bases the Varna system on an individual's
inherent qualities (gun(a) and actions (karma).
10. Kautilya’s ideal king is expected to be
well-versed in:
(@) Anvikshiki, Trayi, Varta, and Dandaniti
(b) Vedas and Upanishads only
(c) Military tactics only
(d) Meditation and Yoga
Ans. (a) Anvikshiki, Trayi, Varta, and Dandaniti
These are the four sciences: Philosophy, the three
Vedas, Economics, and Political Science. A king
must have knowledge of all.
11. According to Manu, the main source of
Dharma is:
(@) The King's decree (b) The Vedas (Shruti)
(c) Customary practices
(d) Public opinion
Ans. (b) The Vedas (Shruti)
Manu considers the Vedas as the primary and most
authoritative source of Dharma.
12. The key focus of Kautilya’s ‘Arthashastra’ is
on:
(a) Artha (wealth/power) as the supreme
human goal
(b) Dharma as the supreme human goal
(c) Moksha as the supreme human goal
(d) Kama as the supreme human goal
Ans. (a) Artha (wealth/power) as the supreme
human goal
While acknowledging Dharma and Kama,
Kautilya's  work  prioritizes  Artha  (material
well-being, statecraft, power) as the basis for
achieving all other Purusharthas.
13. In the Saptanga theory, ‘Kosha’ refers to:
(@) The people (b) The treasury
(c) The army (d) The ministers
Ans. (b) The treasury
Kosha (Treasury) is considered vital for the state's
stability and capacity to implement policies.
14. Manu’s justification for social inequality is
rooted in the idea of:
(@) Natural rights
(b) Divine will and Karma
(c) Economic competition
(d) Military strength
Ans. (b) Divine will and Karma



Ancient Thought: Manu & Kautilya

A USTIAA AHING Jael B Q4 gord 3R
T4 ST & B P 99 BT AT SHR 91 TS PR
H
15. S warg <1 § & o 9 [wer Je {5

Foft & @i 4 A Fgd I AfPe?

(a) Fadt FTEION H |

(b) Fact quiaal 3R fggeli 4 &

(c) ¥ Tt 3R wawTal & AN H A

(d) paar faeell vroHR® |

3T (c) 9 I iR gl & AT A |
difeed @ favga JaeR womel (AR) H qud],
TR, AMRI, BF MG & 997 H SR e 9,
q1fs | &3 | I UHS D ST Al

16. wgwIfd § ToeRt A Hahean SR i R
(a) TS & IS HRA b B W
(b) A & FHAT & oIy & & JFTAR A
BRI F A9 B AT W

(c) o1 & FRFY PR W

(d) <TST & ARHT Hel W
3T (b) T & BT & fog o & TR wR
B B IS & B R
ITSTEH WIS IR A1 3TER0] 3R Heiedl ol fafdne
Wiear 3, S <7, = SR WEIfIe /1avel Bl 91
TG TR Hiad B

17. Wi Rigia &1 SH-91 9 Difced gR1 Haidd
AUl HHT S 7
(a) s ()
(b) I (oTHIY)
(c) wart (3re)
(d) o=y (rear)
3T (c) @™l (ITa)
P 3o (W) B Fad ARyl 9@ A
T g O oM W dadl @ Folf ot ¥ &R
TR Bl R

18. w9 & R, Sl N AN B IR FA A
fawa <gar 3, I8 Al &=an &
(a) e &1 (b) T g
(c) 3meATfcH® UTg (d) &= @I =1
3T (C) IMeATCHS UTg
A B A1 R 6 3T S SR % QI (urg) #
AR 99 o1l © e a8 <f3d - # fawer vear
Bl <3 (S3) 's ufem o Bl

13

Manu legitimizes the hierarchical social order by
attributing it to a divine creation and the law of
Karma from past lives.

15. Kautilya recommends that the king should
appoint spies primarily from which category
of people?

(@) Only Brahmins

(b) Only ascetics and mendicants

(c) People from all walks of life and

professions

(d) Only foreign diplomats
Ans. (c) People from all walks of life and
professions
Kautilya's elaborate spy system (chara) included
spies disguised as ascetics, householders,
merchants, students, etc., to gather intelligence
from all sectors.

16. The concept of ‘Rajadharma’ in Manusmriti
emphasizes:

(a) The king’s duty to perform sacrifices
(b) The king’s duty to rule according to
Dharma for the welfare of all
(c) The king’s right to absolute power
(d) The king’s personal salvation
Ans. (b) The king's duty to rule according to
Dharma for the welfare of all
Rajadharma is the specific code of conduct and
duties enjoined upon the ruler, centered on
protection, justice, and upholding the social order.
17. Which element of the Saptanga theory is
considered the most vital by Kautilya?
(a) Danda (Army)
(b) Kosha (Treasury)
(c) Swami (The King)
(d) Mitra (Ally)
Ans. (c) Swami (The King)
Kautilya considers the King (Swami) as the most
important element, the linchpin that energizes and
coordinates all other elements.
18. According to Manu, a king who fails to
punish the guilty incurs:
(a) Financial loss (b) Popular revolt
(c) Spiritual sin (d) Loss of territory
Ans. (c) Spiritual sin
Manu believes the king shares in the demerit

(paap(a) of crimes he fails to punish. Punishment
(Danda) is a sacred duty.
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19. Kautilya’s ‘Mandala Theory’ in foreign
policy is based on the principle of:
(@) Non-alignment
(b) Concentration of power
(c) The enemy of my enemy is my friend
(d) Collective security
Ans. (c) The enemy of my enemy is my friend

The Mandala theory visualizes a circle of states
where neighboring states are natural enemies (ari)
and states next to neighbors are natural allies
(mitr(a).
20. The term ‘Danda’ in ancient Indian political
thought symbolizes:
(@) Economic power
(b) The power to punish and enforce law
(c) Spiritual authority
(d) Legislative power
Ans. (b) The power to punish and enforce law

Danda represents the sovereign power of coercion,
essential for maintaining order, security, and
justice.

21. Manu’s laws regarding women primarily
portray them as:
(a) Independent entities
(b) Equal partners to men
(c) Dependent on male guardians throughout
life
(d) Potential rulers
Ans. (c) Dependent on male guardians throughout
life
Manusmriti states that a woman should be under
the protection of her father in childhood, huWand in
youth, and son in old age.

22. Kautilya’s concept of ‘Yogakshema’ for the
subjects includes:
(a) Only military protection
(b) Material well-being and social security
(c) Only religious freedom
(d) Political participation
Ans. (b) Material well-being and social security

Yogakshema encompasses the state's
responsibility to ensure the subjects' prosperity
(yoga) and their secure enjoyment of it (kshema).
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23. Which of the following is a source of law
according to Manu?
(@) The King’s will alone
(b) Shruti (Vedas), Smriti (tradition), and
sadachara (good custom)
(c) Popular assemblies

(d) Foreign precedents

Ans. (b) Shruti (Vedas), Smriti (tradition), and
sadachara (good custom)

Manu enumerates multiple sources of Dharma,
with Vedas at the apex, followed by Smritis and the
conduct of the virtuous.

24. In Kautilya’s bureaucracy, the ‘Samaharta’
was responsible for:
(a) Foreign affairs
(b) Collection of revenue
(c) Administration of justice
(d) Commanding the army
Ans. (b) Collection of revenue

The Samaharta was the chief collector of revenue, a
crucial post in Kautilya's detailed administrative
structure.
25. Manu’s punishment system was notably:
(@) Uniform for all Varnas
(b) Based on the principle of equality before law

(c) Differential, based on the Varna of the
offender and victim

(d) Extremely lenient

Ans. (c) Differential, based on the Varna of the
offender and victim

Punishments varied significantly. A lower Varna
person offending a higher Varna person received a
harsher punishment, and vice-versa.

26. Kautilya advises the king to treat the
neighboring state as:
(@) A natural ally (b) A natural enemy (Ari)
(c) A neutral zone (d) A buffer state
Ans. (b) A natural enemy (Ari)
This is a core premise of the Mandala theory. The
immediate neighbor is often a rival, while the
neighbor's neighbor (the enemy of the enemy) is a
potential friend.
27. The primary objective
economic policies was to:
(a) Promote egalitarianism

b) Maximize state revenue for state power

of Kautilya’s

(d) P JTHMHR IH SHISAT DT ITaT o1

(
(c) Encourage free trade
(d) Promote self-sufficient village units only
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Ans. (b) Maximize state revenue for state power

Al economic  regulations—taxation,  trade,
agriculture, mines—were geared towards filling the
state treasury (Kosh(a) to fund administration and
expansion.

28. According to Manu, a king who rules
according to Dharma attains:
(@) Immense wealth only
(b) Heaven after death
(c) Popularity only
(d) Conquest without war
Ans. (b) Heaven after death
Manu links righteous kingship (Rajadharm(a) with
religious merit and spiritual rewards, including a
place in heaven.
29. The ‘Kutayuddha’ or ‘Kut a’ mentioned by
Kautilya refers to:
(@) Open warfare
(b) Guerrilla and deceitful warfare
(c) Diplomatic warfare
(d) Ritualistic warfare
Ans. (b) Guerrilla and deceitful warfare
Kutayuddha involves the use of covert means,
deception, propaganda, and assassination to
achieve victory when open war (Prakashayuddha)
is not favorable.
30. Manu’s theory of kingship combines
elements of:
(a) Divine right and popular consent
(b) Divine right and contractual obligation
(c) Military strength and democratic choice
(d) Priesthood and kingship
Ans. (b) Divine right and contractual obligation
While emphasizing divine creation, Manu also hints
at a contractual element where people agree to pay
taxes in return for protection, to escape Matsya
Nyaya.
31. Inthe Saptanga theory, ‘Janapada’ refers to:
(a) Only the capital city
(b) Territory, population, and resources
(c) Only the rural areas
(d) Only the citizens
Ans. (b) Territory, population, and resources

Janapada encompasses the physical and human
resources of the state—land, people, rivers,
forests, etc.
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32. Kautilya’s advice ‘A king should be
energetic and never be idle’ underscores
the importance of:

(a) Personal piety

(b) An active, hands-on administrative role
(Prachanda)

(c) Delegating all work to ministers

(d) Constant warfare

Ans. (b) An active, hands-on administrative role
(Prachand(a)

Kautilya’s ideal king (Vijigishu) is a dynamic,
vigilant, and hardworking administrator who
personally oversees the affairs of the state.

33. According to Manu, the worst sin for a king is:

(a) Neglecting the army

(b) Failing to protect the Brahmins

(c) Imposing high taxes

(d) Failure to punish the guilty

Ans. (d) Failure to punish the guilty

Proper application of Danda is the king's foremost
duty. Its neglect leads to social chaos and spiritual
degradation.

34. Kautilya’s ‘Arthashastra’ deals extensively
with:
(@) Public Administration
(b) Military Strategy
(c) Diplomacy
Ans. (d) All of the above

The Arthashastra is a comprehensive manual
covering statecraft, administration, law,
economics, foreign policy, and military strategy.

35. Manu’s social order is static because it
emphasizes:
(a) Social mobility
(b) Change based on time (Kalava(d)
(c) Adherence to birth-based Varna duties
(d) Individual liberty
Ans. (c) Adherence to birth-based Varna duties
The emphasis on following one's svadharma based
on birth, without provision for change, creates a
rigid and static social hierarchy.
36. Which of the following is considered the
‘Lakshya’ (goal) in Kautilya’s statecraft?
(@) Acquisition and protection of territory
(b) Spiritual enlightenment of the king
(c) Welfare of the ministers
(d) Establishment of a world empire

(d) All of the above
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Ans. (a) Acquisition and protection of territory
The primary objective (Lakshya) of the Vijigishu (the
aspiring conqueror king) is the acquisition

(palan(a) and protection (rakshana) of land
(Janapad(a).
37. Manu considers the ‘Danda’ as the

embodiment of:
(@) The king’s wrath
(b) Divine power on earth
(c) Popular will
(d) Brahminical authority
Ans. (b) Divine power on earth
Danda is personified as the son of the creator god
Brahma. It is a divine principle of justice and order
vested in the king.
38. In Kautilya’s view, the primary constraint on
the king’s power is:
(a) The constitution
(b) The will of the people
(c) Dharma and the advice of the ministers
(d) The army
Ans. (c) Dharma and the advice of the ministers
While powerful, the king is bound by Dharma
(which includes Rajadharma) and is advised to
consult his ministers (Mantri-Parisha(d) for sound
governance.
39. The Manusmiriti provides rules for:
(@) Only the Brahmins
(b) Only the kings
(c) All the four Varnas and stages of life
(Ashramas)
(d) Only economic transactions
Ans. (c) All the four Varnas and stages of life
(Ashramas)
It is a comprehensive Dharma-shastra text covering

personal, social, and political duties for all Varnas
and Ashramas.

40. Kautilya’s taxation principle was based on:
(a) A single, uniform tax
(b) The king’s aRitrary will
(c) The principle of ‘Kalyan’ (welfare) and
capacity to pay
(d) No taxation at all
Ans. (c) The principle of ‘Kalyan’ (welfare) and
capacity to pay
Taxes should be fair, not excessive, and levied like
a gardener plucking ripe fruit (without killing the
tree), ensuring the prosperity of the source.
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41. Manu’s ‘Apaddharma’ refers to:
(a) Permanent laws
(b) Duties in times of emergency or distress
(c) Duties of the king
(d) Laws of warfare
Ans. (b) Duties in times of emergency or distress
Apaddharma allows for flexibility in normal rules
during times of crisis (e.g., famine, war) for survival.
42. The term ‘Vijigishu’ in Kautilya’s
Arthashastra refers to:
(a) The ideal minister
(b) The ideal citizen
(c) The ideal king (the would-be conqueror)
(d) The chief priest
Ans. (c) The ideal king (the would-be conqueror)
The Vijigishu is the central actor in Kautilya's
theory—the king desirous of conquest and
expansion, for whom the entire science of
Arthashastra is written.
43. Manu’s view on the relationship between
the King and the Brahmin is that:
(a) The King is superior
(b) The Brahmin is superior
(c) They are equal
(d) They are always in conflict
Ans. (b) The Brahmin is superior
While the King holds temporal power, the Brahmin,
as the source of spiritual and legal authority
(Dharma), holds the highest social and religious
status.
44. Kautilya’s emphasis on internal security is
best reflected in his detailed discussion on:
(a) Mandala Theory
(b) Espionage (Chara and Gudhapurusha)
(c) Fort architecture
(d) Trade routes
Ans. (b) Espionage (Chara and Gudhapurusha)
A significant portion of the Arthashastra is
dedicated to organizing an elaborate spy network
to monitor internal dissent, corruption, and threats.
45. According to Manu, the king’s share of the
produce (tax) is justified as:
(a) A divine right
(b) A payment for his service of protection
(c) A voluntary gift
(d) A war fund
Ans. (b) A payment for his service of protection
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It is framed as a wage (vetan(a) for the king who
protects the subjects and maintains order,
stemming from the implied social contract.
46. In Saptanga, ‘Amatya’ refers to:
(@) The heir apparent
(b) The council of ministers and bureaucracy
(c) The chief justice
(d) The army commander
Ans. (b) The council of ministers and bureaucracy
Amatya represents the entire administrative
machinery and advisors that assist the king in
governance.
47. Kautilya’s ‘Arthashastra’ can be described
as:
(a) Idealistic and philosophical
(b) Pragmatic and utilitarian
(c) Theological and dogmatic
(d) Democratic and liberal
Ans. (b) Pragmatic and utilitarian
The text is renowned for its ruthless pragmatism,
focusing on what works to gain and maintain
power, with the end often justifying the means.
48. Manu’s ‘Chaturvarnya’ system is primarily
a:
(a) Political system
(b) Economic system
(c) Social and occupational division
(d) Religious sect
Ans. (c) Social and occupational division
Itis a hierarchical social division based on idealized
occupational roles: Brahmins (priests/teachers),
Kshatriyas (rulers/warriors), Vaishyas
(traders/farmers), Shudras (servants).
49. The concept of ‘Shadgunya’ (six-fold policy)
is related to Kautilya’s:

(a) Military organization

(b) Foreign policy

(c) Economic policy

(d) Social policy

Ans. (b) Foreign policy

Shadgunya is the repertoire of six strategic options
a king can employ in his relations with other states.



Ancient Thought: Manu & Kautilya

50. 77 R difcww IF 59 9@ A WA ¢ & <

P MARD ST
(@) TST B TG BT
(b) I ITH HRAT
(c) & B FIIF G AR FawAT YARET HRAT
(d) =1 quit @1 <fsa e
3T (0) T¥ B HIH G AR e gHkEd
BHRAT
AAWG] & qaSE, a1 [IIR® &€ P A9 & &
w9 H e, dfcd g (enfie =raven) ik AmIiTG
ReRdl & YExEE & oy MMaead IYHT & w4 H

T 2

21

50. Both Manu and Kautilya agree that the

primary purpose of ‘Danda’ is to:

(a) Enrich the king

(b) Instill fear

(c) Uphold Dharma and ensure order

(d) Punish the lower Varnas
Ans. (c) Uphold Dharma and ensure order
Despite differences, both thinkers see Danda not
as arbitrary punishment, but as the essential
instrument for the maintenance of Dharma
(righteous order) and social stability.



