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International Politics: Meaning,
Nature and Scope
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Meaning

International Politics is the study of political
interactions and power dynamics among
sovereign  nation-states and  other
significant global actors. It examines how
these entities cooperate, compete, and
manage conflict in a world without a single,
overriding governing authority. At its core, it
is about the pursuit of national interest,
security, and influence on the global stage.

Nature

The nature of International Politics is
distinct from domestic politics due to the
absence of a central world government. Itis
characterized by:

o Anarchy: The international system is
anarchic, meaning there is no supreme
authority above states. This does not
imply chaos, but rather a system where
states are the ultimate sovereigns.

o« Power-Centric: Power-military,
economic, diplomatic-is the primary
currency. The distribution and exercise
of power are central themes.

e Dynamic and Complex: It s
continuously evolving with changes in
technology, economics, ideology, and
the rise of new actors.
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o Interdisciplinary: It draws upon and
integrates  insights  from history,
economics, law, sociology and geography
to understand global phenomena.

Scope

The scope of International Politics is broad
and encompasses:

e The analysis of foreign policy
formulation and execution by states.

o The study of international conflict (war,
terrorism) and cooperation (alliances,
treaties).

e« The role and functioning of
International Organizations like the UN,
WTO, and IMF.

o Issues of global governance,
international law, and human rights.

o« The dynamics of the global political
economy, including trade, aid, and
development.

o Contemporary transnational issues like
climate change, migration, and cyber
security.
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Idealism (Liberal Internationalism)

Idealism emerged as a strong intellectual
force after the devastation of World War I. It
is rooted in a optimistic belief in human
reason and morality, arguing that a peaceful
and just world order is achievable.

1= Core Beliefs

¢ Human nature is essentially good or
can be perfected through education
and cooperation.

o War and conflict are not inevitable; they
stem from flawed institutions and
misunderstanding.
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¢ International law, morality, and world
public opinion should guide state

behavior.

o Key Proponents & ldeas: Woodrow
Wilson's "Fourteen Points"
emphasized open diplomacy,

self-determination, and the creation of
the League of Nations to ensure
collective security.

o Criticism: Realists criticize Idealism as
being naive for underestimating the
role of power and national interest in a
competitive international system.

Realism

Realism is the dominant and most
influential theoretical tradition. It offers a
pragmatic and often pessimistic view of
international affairs, focusing on the
relentless struggle for power among states.

Core Assumptions

o The international system is anarchic.

o Sovereign states are the principal
actors, acting as unitary rational entities.

e The primary goal of every state is
survival and security, achieved through
the accumulation of national power.

o National interest, defined in terms of
power, is the supreme guide for foreign
policy. Moral considerations are
secondary.

1= Key Thinker

e Hans J. Morgenthau, in his work
Politics Among Nations, outlined the
"Six Principles of Political Realism,"
emphasizing objective laws rooted in
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human nature and the concept of
interest defined as power.

1= Key Concept
e Balance of Power - a natural
mechanism where states form alliances
or increase capabilities to prevent any
single state from dominating.

Neo-Realism (Structural Realism)

Neo-Realism, led by Kenneth Waltz, shifts
the focus from human nature (classical
realism) to the structure of the international
system itself as the primary determinant of
state behavior.

1= Core Argument

It is not the selfish nature of man, but the
anarchic structure of the international
system that forces states to prioritize
security and behave in similar, predictable
ways (self-help system).

Key Differences from Classical Realism

o Emphasis on Structure: The
distribution of capabilities (power)
across the system (unipolar, bipolar,
multipolar) shapes outcomes.

o State Motive: The ultimate goal is
security, not the maximization of power
per se. States may seek an appropriate
amount of power to ensure survival.

o Key Thinker: Kenneth Waltz, in his
book Theory of International Politics,
argued that the international system's
anarchic structure, not individual state
attributes, is the key explanatory
variable.
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Decision-Making Theory

This theory moves away from viewing the
state as a "black box" or unitary actor. It
opens up the state to analyze how foreign
policy decisions are actually made by the
people and bureaucracies within it.

e Focus: The process, players,
perceptions, and organizational
dynamics that lead to a specific foreign
policy choice.

1= Key Models (by Graham Allison)

« Rational Actor Model: Assumes the
state is a single, rational entity that
chooses the option that maximizes its
strategic goals.

o Organizational Process Model:
Decisions are outputs of large
organizations functioning according to
pre-established Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs).

o Bureaucratic Politics Model: Foreign
policy is the result of bargaining,
compromise, and competition among
various bureaucracies and leaders
within the government ("Where you
stand depends on where you sit").

System Theory

System Theory provides a macro-level
framework for understanding International
Politics. It views the global arena as an
interconnected system where the behavior
of one part affects all others.

o Core Idea: The international system is
composed of interacting units (states,
organizations). The system has its own
structure and patterns that influence,
and are influenced by, the actors within
it.
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o Key Proponent: Morton Kaplan
described different types of
international systems (e.g., Balance of
Power System, Bipolar System) and
the "rules" that tend to govern state
behavior within each.

o Application: Useful for analyzing
systemic stability, the impact of major
events (like the end of the Cold War),
and how changes in polarity affect
global politics.

Mandal Theory

This is a classical theory of statecraft from
the Indian subcontinent, articulated by
Kautilya (Chanakya) in the Arthashastra
(circa 4th century BCE). It offers a
pragmatic and strategic framework for
foreign policy.

e Core Concept: The Rajamandala
(Circle of States), where the king's
state  (Vijigishu - the would-be
conqueror) is at the center, surrounded
by concentric circles of allies and
enemies.

o Strategic Doctrine: It classifies
neighboring states as natural enemies
(Ari) and states beyond them as natural
allies (Mitra)-"the enemy of my enemy
is my friend."

o Policy Tools: Advocates the use of
four-fold policy: Sama (conciliation),

Dama (gifts/bribes), Danda
(punishment/force), and Bheda
(dissension/espionage). The choice

depends on a strategic calculation of
power, place, and time.

o Significance: It is often seen as an
ancient, non-Western precursor to
realism, emphasizing national interest,
strategic autonomy, and pragmatic
power calculations.
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Game Theory

Game Theory is a formal, mathematical
model used to study strategic interaction
between rational decision-makers. It is
widely applied in IR to understand situations
of conflict and cooperation.
o Key Elements: Players (states),
Strategies (available choices), Payoffs
(outcomes/benefits), and Rules.

Famous Games & IR Applications

o Prisoner's Dilemma: Explains why
two rational actors may not cooperate,
even when it is in their mutual best
interest (e.g., arms races, trade wars).

e Chicken Game: Models
brinksmanship, where the worst
outcome occurs if neither player backs
down (e.g., nuclear crises like the
Cuban Missile Crisis).

o Stag Hunt: Highlights the importance
of trust for achieving a superior
cooperative outcome.

o Utility: Provides a clear framework for
analyzing strategic choices, dilemmas
of cooperation, and the logic of
deterrence.



QUESTIONS
« »

1. iRt It Jeaa: faey wdfda 37
(a) had XIS P 9T J=T Ty
(b) If3® H IR WAl 3R IR BTN
& 4 Srafdhant
(c) wIfpemell T &1 TN it
(d) paer Ve et
3T (b) IF%® H TR T @I IR Afaaian
FRTER Yo W, SfaRTE T e,
ofae, enffe iR Rurifae  sidfhamet @
JMETTT Bl Bl
2. SR woifd & & A wnfaa §:
(a) Pael TSRS Hdeg
(b) g, wrifa, em, AR, AFdEHR AR
TITART & e
(c) Tad Hgwh g Bl TIffAfRf
(d) Bact wETeREAT @I YU
3T (b) gg, Wiy, GRet, AR, AFAaHR AR
TR & e
SOPI &F AUH AR qglavad g, O I
HIER Bl YT IR aTel A4 dR¥ae qe i 2l
3. JiRTEy waell ¥ 3neeiare (smsfeafosw) iR
@R
(a) 9= 7IRp SR 3Rd W
(b) SfaRTE S, Afaaar &R wnifa & fog
HEANT TR
(c) anfdfw Fraftarg w
(d) AFRIE TEE 1)
3T (b) SR FrA, fadar i wifa & forg
AN TR
Jreeiarg R, Hfaear iR Afee gRem &
wrez & wifoget faeg egaven @ Hvrae # fiwara
TGl Bl

4. JreEae ¥ TE g9 fdaRe & A o R

(a) B HRAMS, (b) g faeers
(c) F1e dfees (d) rel TRy
3T (b) I fawra

AR Irgafal gexi faedd, oo dieg fagial )ik
RTS ¥E b GETER B b BIRVT, Th UYW JHATGIare]
AfRp

1. International Politics primarily deals with:
(a) Only military conflicts between states
(b) Interactions among states and non-state
actors in the global arena
(c) Domestic policies of powerful nations
(d) Historical treaties only
Ans. (b) Interactions among states and non-state
actors in the global arena
International Politics studies political, economic,
and strategic interactions involving = states,
international organizations, MNCs, and NGOs.

2. The scope of International Politics includes:
(a) Only diplomatic relations
(b) Issues of war, peace, security, trade,
human rights, and environment

(c) Only United Nations activities

(d) Only superpower strategies
Ans. (b) Issues of war, peace, security, trade,
human rights, and environment
Its scope is broad and multidisciplinary, covering all
global issues affecting state behavior.

3. Idealism in International  Relations
emphasizes:

(a) Military power and survival

(b) International law, morality, and

cooperation for peace

(c) Economic determinism

(d) Cultural supremacy
Ans. (b) International law,
cooperation for peace
Idealism believes in the possibility of a peaceful
world order through institutions, ethics, and
collective security.

morality, and

4. Who is considered a key thinker of
Idealism?

(@) Hans Morgenthau
(b) Woodrow Wilson
(c) Kenneth Waltz
(d) Karl Marx

Ans. (b) Woodrow Wilson

US President Woodrow Wilson, with his Fourteen
Points and League of Nations advocacy, is a major
idealist figure.
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5. Realism views the international system as:
(@) A harmonious community

(b) An anarchic self-help system where states
seek power

(c) A place where morality dominates

(d) Economically determined
Ans. (b) An anarchic self-help system where states
seek power

Realists argue that without a central authority,
states prioritize survival, security, and national
interest through power.

6. The concept of "balance of power" is central
to which approach?
(a) Idealism
(c) Liberalism

Ans. (b) Realism

Realists believe states balance against rising
powers to maintain stability and prevent hegemony.

7. Neo-Realism (Structural Realism) differs
from Classical Realism by focusing more
on:

(@) Human nature

(b) The structure of the international system
(c) Moral principles

(d) Economic inequality

Ans. (b) The structure of the international system

Neo-realism, associated with Kenneth Waltz,
emphasizes how the anarchic structure of the
system shapes state behavior rather than human
nature.

(b) Realism
(d) Marxism

8. According to Neo-Realism, the primary
concern of states is:

(a) Absolute gains (b) Relative gains
(c) Ideological expansion
(d) Cultural influence

Ans. (b) Relative gains

In anarchy, states care more about their position
relative to others (relative gains) than mutual
benefits (absolute gains).

9. The Decision-Making Theory in
International Politics focuses on:
(a) Structural constraints only

(b) The process and actors involved in
foreign policy choices

(c) Historical inevitability

(d) Ideological frameworks
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Ans. (b) The process and actors involved in foreign
policy choices

It analyzes how decisions are made within
governments, considering bureaucratic poalitics,
leadership  psychology, and organizational
processes.

10. The Cuban Missile Crisis is often studied
through which theory?
(a) Game Theory
(b) Mandala Theory
(c) World Systems Theory
(d) Dependency Theory
Ans. (a) Game Theory

Game Theory models strategic interactions like
deterrence and brinkmanship, applicable to
US-USSR crisis behavior.

11. System Theory in International Politics was
notably developed by:
(@) Morton Kaplan (b) Karl Deutsch
(c) Hans Morgenthau (d) Joseph Nye
Ans. (a) Morton Kaplan

Kaplan, in System and Process in International
Politics, described different types of international
systems (e.g., balance of power, bipolar).

12. In System Theory, a "bipolar system" refers
to:
(a) Multiple centers of power
(b) Two dominant powers or blocs
(c) A single superpower
(d) Non-aligned states dominance
Ans. (b) Two dominant powers or blocs
The Cold War era (US vs USSR) is a classic
example of a bipolar international system.
13. The "Mandal Theory" in ancient Indian
political thought is associated with:
(a) Kautilya's Arthashastra
(b) Manusmriti
(c) Mahabharata
(d) Ashoka's Edicts
Ans. (a) Kautilya's Arthashastra

Kautilya's Mandala theory describes circles of
friendly and enemy states surrounding a king
(state), guiding foreign policy.
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14. In Kautilya's Mandala Theory, the
immediate neighbor is often considered:

(a) A natural friend

(b) A natural enemy

(c) Neutral

(d) A mediator

Ans. (b) A natural enemy

The theory posits that neighboring states are

potential enemies (Ari), while the neighbor's
neighbor is a potential friend (Mitr(a).

15. Game Theory is used in International
Politics to study:
(a) Cultural exchanges
(b) Strategic choices in situations of
interdependence and conflict
(c) Historical treaties
(d) Legal frameworks
Ans. (b) Strategic choices
interdependence and conflict
It models rational actors' choices in scenarios like
prisoner's dilemma, arms races, and negotiations.

in situations of

16. The "Prisoner's Dilemma" in Game Theory
illustrates:
(a) Benefits of unconditional cooperation

(b) How rational pursuit of self-interest can
lead to worse outcomes for all

(c) Moral superiority

(d) Historical determinism
Ans. (b) How rational pursuit of self-interest can
lead to worse outcomes for all

It explains why states may fail to cooperate (e.g., in
arms control) even when cooperation is mutually
beneficial.

17. Which approach is most skeptical about the
role of international organizations?
(a) Idealism (b) Realism
(c) Liberalism (d) Constructivism
Ans. (b) Realism
Realists see international organizations as
instruments of state power rather than independent
actors that can overcome anarchy.
18. The term "security dilemma" is central to:
(a) Realism and Neo-realism
(b) Idealism
(c) Feminism
(d) Post-colonialism
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Ans. (a) Realism and Neo-realism

It describes how one state's efforts to increase its
security can reduce another's security, leading to
arms races and tension.

19. The concept of "soft power" is associated
with:
(a) Kenneth Waltz
(b) Joseph Nye
(c) Hans Morgenthau
(d) John Mearsheimer
Ans. (b) Joseph Nye
Joseph Nye introduced soft power-the ability to
influence through attraction and persuasion rather
than coercion (hard power).
20. Who wrote Politics Among Nations?
(@) Henry Kissinger  (b) Hans Morgenthau
(c) EH. Carr (d) Kenneth Waltz
Ans. (b) Hans Morgenthau
Morgenthau's Politics Among Nations is a
foundational text of Classical Realism.
21. The English School of International
Relations is known for emphasizing:
(@) An international society
(b) Economic determinism
(c) Military strategy only
(d) Feminist critique
Ans. (a) An international society

It argues that states form a society with shared
rules, norms, and institutions, beyond mere
anarchy.

22. The "Levels of Analysis" framework in IR
includes:
(a) Individual, state, international system
(b) Local, national, regional
(c) Economic, military, cultural
(d) Past, present, future
Ans. (a) Individual, state, international system

Popularized by Kenneth Waltz, it categorizes
explanations of international outcomes based on
these three levels.

23. Which theory focuses on how ideas,
identities, and norms shape international
relations?

(a) Realism
(c) Constructivism

(b) Liberalism
(d) Marxism
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Ans. (c) Constructivism

Constructivists like Alexander Wendt argue that
anarchy is "what states make of it" and is shaped by
social interactions.

24. In Decision-Making Theory, the
"Bureaucratic Politics Model" suggests that
foreign policy outcomes result from:

(a) Rational calculation of national interest

(b) Bargaining among government agencies
and officials

(c) Public opinion pressure only

(d) Ideological purity
Ans. (b) Bargaining among government agencies
and officials

Associated with Graham Allison, it views policy as a
result of political games among bureaucrats with
different interests.

25. The "Domestic Sources" of foreign policy
refer to:
(@) Only military capabilities
(b) Factors like public opinion, interest
groups, political system, and economy
(c) Only the personality of the leader

(d) International law
Ans. (b) Factors like public opinion, interest
groups, political system, and economy

Domestic politics  significantly influences how
states behave internationally.
26. Which is a key text of Neo-Realism?
(@) The Twenty Years' Crisis
(b) Theory of International Politics
(c) The Anarchical Society
(d) Perpetual Peace
Ans. (b) Theory of International Politics
Kenneth Waltz's Theory of International Politics
(1979) systematically presents structural realism.
27. The "Bandwagoning" behavior in balance of
power means:
(a) Aligning with the weaker state
(b) Aligning with the stronger state
(c) Remaining neutral
(d) Forming a non-aligned movement
Ans. (b) Aligning with the stronger state

It is a strategy where states join the rising power for
protection or to share spoils, as opposed to
balancing against it.
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28. According to Idealists, the root cause of war is:
(@) Human nature

(b) Misunderstandings and lack of proper
institutions

(c) Anarchic international system

(d) Economic inequality
Ans. (b) Misunderstandings and lack of proper
institutions

Idealists believe war can be eliminated through
better communication, international law, and
organizations like the UN.

29. The '"Democratic Peace Theory" s
associated with which IR approach?
(a) Realism (b) Liberalism
(c) Marxism (d) Feminism
Ans. (b) Liberalism
Liberal theory argues that democracies rarely go to
war with each other due to shared norms,
institutions, and accountability.
30. "Hard power" refers to:
(@) Economic and military coercion
(b) Cultural influence
(c) Diplomatic persuasion
(d) Moral authority
Ans. (a) Economic and military coercion
Hard power is the use of military and economic

means to influence others, central to realist
thinking.

31. The "Rational Actor Model" in

Decision-Making assumes that states:
(@) Act based on bureaucratic compromises

(b) Make unified, rational choices to maximize
national interest
(c) Are driven by ideological impulses
(d) Follow public opinion blindly
Ans. (b) Make unified, rational choices to maximize
national interest

It is a classical model viewing the state as a unitary
rational  decision-maker, often criticized for
oversimplification.

32. Which of these is a non-state actor in
International Politics?
(@) United States
(b) China
(c) Amnesty International
(d) Russia
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Ans. (c) Amnesty International

NGOs like Amnesty International are significant
non-state actors influencing human rights norms
globally.

33. The "Concert of Europe" (19th century) is an
example of:
(a) A collective security system
(b) A balance of power system
(c) A world government
(d) An economic union
Ans. (b) A balance of power system

It was an informal arrangement among major
European powers to maintain equilibrium and
prevent major wars.

34. The "Zero-Sum Game" concept in Game
Theory means:
(a) All players gain equally
(b) One's gain equals another's loss
(c) Both lose
(d) Both gain
Ans. (b) One's gain equals another's loss
In international politics, realists often view power
politics as a zero-sum game.

35. E.H. Carr's The Twenty Years' Crisis is a

critique of:
(a) Realism (b) Idealism
(c) Marxism (d) Constructivism

Ans. (b) Idealism
Carr attacked the utopian idealism of the interwar
period and highlighted the role of power in politics.
36. In Kautilya's Mandala, the "Vijigishu" is:

(@) The enemy king

(b) The would-be conqueror

(c) The ally (d) The neutral king
Ans. (b) The would-be conqueror

Vijigishu is the central king/state seeking
expansion, around whom the circles of states are
defined.

37. The "Behavioral Revolution" in International
Politics emphasized:
(a) Normative theories

(b) Historical analysis

(c) Scientific, empirical, and quantitative
methods

(d) Philosophical speculation
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Ans. (c) Scientific, empirical, and quantitative
methods

In the 1950s-60s, scholars sought to make IR more
scientific using data, models, and systematic
analysis.

38. "Interdependence Theory" in International
Politics highlights:
(@) Mutual dependence among states
reducing conflict

(b) Complete independence of states
(c) Military dominance
(d) Cultural isolation

Ans. (a) Mutual dependence among states
reducing conflict

Associated with liberals like Keohane & Nye, it
argues that economic and social interdependence
makes war costly and cooperation beneficial.

39. The "Offensive
associated with:
(a) Kenneth Waltz
(b) Hans Morgenthau
(c) John Mearsheimer
(d) Henry Kissinger
Ans. (c) John Mearsheimer

Mearsheimer, in The Tragedy of Great Power
Politics, argues that states seek to maximize power
and aim for hegemony due to anarchy.

40. Which is NOT a characteristic of the
international system according to Realists?
(@) Anarchy

(b) Self-help

(c) Centralized authority

(d) Security dilemma

Ans. (c) Centralized authority

The absence of a central world government
(anarchy) is the defining feature for realists.

Realism" variant is

41. "Deterrence Theory" relies heavily on:
(@) Economic sanctions
(b) The threat of unacceptable retaliation
(c) Cultural diplomacy
(d) International law

Ans. (b) The threat of unacceptable retaliation

It aims to prevent an attack by convincing the
adversary that costs will outweigh benefits, often
used in nuclear strategy.
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42. The "Two-Level Game" concept in foreign
policy analysis refers to:

(a) Domestic and international negotiations
(b) Military and diplomatic strategies

(c) Bilateral and multilateral talks

(d) Public and private diplomacy

Ans. (a) Domestic and international negotiations

Robert Putnam's model: leaders must satisfy both
domestic  constituencies and  international
counterparts simultaneously.

43. The "Non-Aligned Movement" emerged in
the context of:
(@) World War |
(b) The Cold War bipolarity
(c) The post-Cold War unipolarity
(d) The 19th-century European concert
Ans. (b) The Cold War bipolarity
NAM was founded by countries like India, Egypt,
Yugoslavia to stay independent of US-USSR blocs.
44. "Complex Interdependence" is a concept
introduced by:
(a) Hans Morgenthau (b) Kenneth Waltz
(c) Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye
(d) Samuel Huntington
Ans. (c) Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye

They argued that in many issue areas (e.g.,
economics, environment), military force is less
relevant and multiple channels connect societies.
45. The "Hegemonic Stability Theory" suggests
that:
(a) Hegemony leads to instability

(b) A single dominant power can ensure
global order

(c) Small states always balance the hegemon
(d) Anarchy is mitigated by hegemony
Ans. (b) A single dominant power can ensure
global order

It argues that a hegemon (like post-WWII US)
provides public goods (e.g., stable currency,
security) benefiting the system.
46. In System Theory, a "multipolar system" has:
(@) Two major powers
(b) Three or more major powers
(c) One superpower  (d) No major powers
Ans. (b) Three or more major powers



18

TRl #1941 WS @ IR AT FERE, A,
RV Y i & A1 IHR<H Iggdraan enie gl

47. g I P YReN RS’ I AT H fha

SR widy Rigia & o 72
(a) reiarg (b) Temeiarg
(c) frHToTaTE (CIBINEIS]

3T (b) Fefarg
WY WAMAT F qod WURE @ aRdfabdsi ol
BN Bl Bl

48. ) RIS wWey g’ feu &
Rigial 3t e &= @
(a) o1 @ v Uil 9o & w5 # ToRaiE
R & oy
(b) I 7IRP TR D SR 2 & fory
(c) anfdfd HRP & e & forg
(d) IRTSIHAT TR 984 AfF e 37 F forg
3EE (o) fom @ te i o & w9 #
R3S FR & forg
g S Rl © 16 fof1 &1 g, qenfa, gRenm @
JAMHR AT B R A go0 IRMey faviia e
W gl g g
49. 'gRrsIsSa @1 oA’ Heffa wRa &
(a) T® IR g8 IR T wnifia ofch & 9
IE B IR |
(b) 4& & gfaen A
(c) geen gfaen & (d) geraeTelt Remar A
3T (a) TP SR g AR T eMfid oich &
JE I JURERA |
TAIHRTT g€ & 9M WX, I8 I9 WaN Pl qui|
HRAT g OF TP SURAT oRp (O, 99) Uh o
wfRh (S, MRa@T) B gAK <ot

50. ffaRRaa 3 @ @19 1 genefare AR Ta-genetae
¥ 99 UE W@ FEEd B2
(a) AE TP IR &
(b) JFRTET TOTTel B IRTSThdT & Mfid
g A fawara
() SiRidiy weam R Wik
(d) YTo-Hfea fageryor @1 rdipfa
3T (b) JIARTERT YUITel @ 3RTSThaT & Wfi®
g H fasrd
THIl 9 919 W 9gHd & & sRToiadn (fIea aRaR
BT ITHTG) I19T FIER Bl AHR < dTel! Aiferd qrer
B, Teife 9 o fdgeli w = @l

Learning Media Publication

Examples include the 19th-century Europe or the
emerging multipolarity with US, China, EU, etc.
47. The "Security Council" of the UN reflects
which IR theory in its structure?
(a) Idealism
(b) Realism
(c) Constructivism
(d) Feminism
Ans. (b) Realism
With veto power for five major powers, it

acknowledges power realities rather than pure
sovereign equality.

48. "Feminist IR Theory" critiques mainstream
theories for:
(a) Ignoring gender as a relevant category

(b) Overemphasizing military power

(c) Neglecting economic factors

(d) Focusing too much on anarchy

Ans. (a) Ignoring gender as a relevant category

It examines how gender shapes war, diplomacy,
security, and how masculine perspectives
dominate IR.

49. The "Thucydides Trap" refers to:
(a) The inevitability of war between a rising
and an established power

(b) The prisoner's dilemma

(c) The security dilemma

(d) Hegemonic stability
Ans. (a) The inevitability of war between arising and
an established power
Named after the Peloponnesian War, it describes
the danger when a rising power (e.g., Chin(a)
challenges a ruling power (e.g., US).

50. Which of the following is a key similarity
between Realism and Neo-Realism?
(@) Focus on human nature
(b) Belief in the primary importance of the
international system's anarchy
(c) Emphasis on international cooperation
(d) Rejection of state-centric analysis
Ans. (b) Belief in the primary importance of the
international system's anarchy
Both agree that anarchy (lack of world government)
is the fundamental constraint shaping state
behavior, though they differ on other points.



