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Plato and Aristotle
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Western Political Thought finds its
foundational roots in the works of ancient
Greek philosophers, particularly Plato
(428/427 - 348/347 BCE) and his student
Aristotle (384 - 322 BCE). Writing in the
context of the Athenian city-state (polis),
they addressed fundamental questions
about justice, the ideal state, citizenship,
and the purpose of political life. Their
method combined philosophical inquiry,
ethical reasoning, and empirical
observation, setting the agenda for political
theory for millennia. While Plato was more
idealistic and deductive, Aristotle was more
empirical and comparative.
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Life and Influences

o Student of Socrates: Plato's thought
was profoundly shaped by his teacher
Socrates, especially Socrates' method
of dialectical questioning and his
execution by the Athenian democracy,
which led Plato to distrust democracy.

o Founder of the Academy:
Established the Academy in Athens (c.
387 BCE), often considered the first
university in the West, dedicated to
philosophical and scientific research.
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o Major Works: His political philosophy
is primarily found in three dialogues:

- The Repubilic: His most
comprehensive work on justice and
the ideal state.

- The Statesman: Discusses the
nature of true statesmanship.

- The Laws: A more practical,
"second-best" state based on law.

Theory of Justice-From The Republic

Plato's search for justice begins with the
individual soul and is then projected onto the
state. He identifies three parts of the soul:

1. Reason: The rational part that seeks
truth and should rule.

2. Spirit: The emotional part that seeks
honor and courage.

3. Appetite : The desiring part that seeks
physical pleasures.

= Justice in the Individual

Justice in the Individual: Individual justice
is the harmony of these three parts, where
Reason rules with the aid of Spirit over
Appetite. A just person is one whose soul is
in order.

Justice in the State: The state is the
"individual writ large." Corresponding to the
three parts of the soul, the ideal state has
three classes:

1. Rulers/Philosopher-Kings:
Correspond to Reason. Their virtue is
Wisdom. They rule for the common good.

2. Auxiliaries/Guardians: Correspond to
Spirit. Their virtue is Courage. They
defend the state.

3. Producers: Correspond to Appetite.
Their virtue is Temperance
(self-restraint). They produce the
material goods.
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1= Social Justice

Social Justice: Justice in the state is
achieved when each class performs its own
function without interfering with the others.
This is the principle of "One Man, One Art"
(Specialization). "Justice is minding one's
own business and not being a busybody."

Ideal State: The Rule of

Philosopher-Kings
¢ Why Philosophers? Only
philosophers, through rigorous

education and love of truth (the Form of
the Good), have the knowledge
(episteme) to rule justly. Others have
only opinion (doxa).

o Communism of the Guardian Class:
To prevent corruption, the Rulers and
Auxiliaries must have no private
property, no families (communism of
wives and children). This eliminates
divided loyalties and makes them focus
solely on the state's welfare.

o Rigorous Education System: A
multi-stage system of education
(gymnastics, music, mathematics,
dialectics) to select and train the
Philosopher-Kings over decades.

Critique of Democracy

Plato compared democracy to a ship where
the ignorant passengers (the masses)
choose the captain (ruler) instead of the
skilled navigator (philosopher). He saw it as
rule by appetite, leading to disorder,
demagoguery, and ultimately tyranny.
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Life and Method
o Student of Plato: Studied at Plato's

Academy for 20 years but famously
disagreed with his teacher's idealism.
"Plato is dear to me, but dearer still is
truth."

Tutor of Alexander the Great:
Influenced the young Macedonian
prince.

Founder of the Lyceum: Established
his own school, the Lyceum,
emphasizing empirical research and
collection of data (e.g., studying 158
constitutions).

Major Work: Politics, a treatise based
on comparative study of city-states.
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1= Man as a Political Animal
e "Man is by nature a political animal
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(zoon politikon)." This means humans
naturally live in communities (polis)
because only there can they achieve
their telos (end/purpose): the "good
life" (eudaimonia) - a life of virtue and
reason.

The polis is prior to the individual in
importance, just as the whole body is
prior to a foot or hand. It provides the
context for human fulfillment.

TS Ll B
Classification of Governments

! : . . L2l . .: Aristotle classified states based on TWO
& A TSl 1 HiehL0] &1 HAGS! o 3R W | CRITERIA:
fepa: 1. Number of Rulers: One, Few, or Many.
1. IRl ol GE&T: T, F, AT 35|

2. T AT SEYT: 918 I 9 fed & fag
I I A1 3T W o i fed & faw

2. Purpose of Rule: Whether the rulers
govern for the common good or for their
own private interest.
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No. of Good/True Form Bad/Pervgrted
Form (Private
Rulers (Common Good)
Interest)
One Monarchy Tyranny
Few Aristocracy Oligarchy
Many  Polity Democracy

Key Insight: Aristotle considered Polity
(rule by the many in the common interest)
as the most practicable and stable form for
most states. It is a mixed constitution
blending elements of oligarchy and
democracy, dominated by the middle class
who are most moderate.

1= Theory of Revolution

o Aristotle analyzed the causes of
revolution  (stasis) in  different
constitutions. The universal cause is
the sense of injustice and inequality.

o Preventive Measures: To ensure
stability, the state must:

- Uphold the rule of law.

- Avoid extreme inequality of wealth;
promote a strong middle class.

- Practice political moderation.

- Use education to cultivate civic
virtue.

1= Theory of Justice

Aristotle distinguished between two types:

o General Justice: Obedience to the
laws of the state.

o Particular Justice: Further divided

into:

o Distributive Justice: Fair distribution
of honors, wealth, and resources
according to merit (proportional

equality, not arithmetic equality).
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Justice:
Correcting wrongs in private transactions
(voluntary like contracts, involuntary like
crimes) through  punishment or
compensation to restore balance.

Slavery
e A major point of critique. Aristotle

defended "natural slavery," arguing
that some people are slaves by nature
because they lack full rationality and
are therefore meant to be ruled.
This reflects the limitations and
historical context of his thought.
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Plato and Aristotle

Plato vs. Aristotle

Aspect Plato Aristotle

Method Deductive, Idealistic (starts Inductive, Empirical (starts from observation of
from abstract Forms/Ideas). existing states).

Focus The Ideal (What ought to be).  The Actual and Possible (What is and what is
The Republic is a utopian practicable). Seeks the best attainable state.
blueprint.

View on Communism for Guardian Private Property defended. It promotes

Property class (to prevent corruption). responsibility and peace.

View on Static Ideal. The ideal state, Dynamic and Evolutionary. States evolve;

Change once realized, should not reform is possible.
change.

Best Ruler  Philosopher-King (Rule by Rule of Law & Middle Class (Polity as the best
specialized knowledge). practical form).

View on Strong Critic. Worst of the lawful Moderate. A perverted form, but better than

Democracy governments, precursor to tyranny. Valued the wisdom of the multitude in
tyranny. some contexts.

Legacy Father of Political Philosophy. Father of Political Science. Founded comparative

Inspired utopian and collectivist
thought.

politics and empirical analysis.
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1. Plato's "Republic" is primarily concerned
with:
(a) The art of governance
(b) The concept of justice
(c) The nature of justice and the ideal state
(d) The critique of democracy
Ans. (c) The central theme of Plato's Republic is
defining justice (Dikaiosyne) in the individual and
the state, leading to the construction of an ideal
state.

2. Who said, "Until philosophers are kings,
cities will never have rest from evils"?
(a) Aristotle (b) Plato
(c) Socrates (d) Machiavelli

Ans. (b) This is Plato's famous philosopher-king
idea from The Republic, Book V.

3. The three classes in Plato's ideal state are:
(a) Priests, warriors, workers
(b) Rulers (Philosopher-kings), Auxiliaries
(Soldiers), Producers (Artisans)
(c) Monarchs, aristocracy, commoners
(d) Legislative, executive, judiciary
Ans. (b) Plato's class structure is based on the
tripartite soul: reason (Rulers), spirit (Auxiliaries),
appetite (Producers).

4. Plato's theory of education emphasized:
(a) Vocational training

(b) Moral and physical development for
class-based roles

(c) Liberal arts for all

(d) Religious scriptures only
Ans. (b) Plato's education was selective and aimed
at discovering and training each individual for their
destined class role in the state.

5. The "Noble Lie" or "Myth of the Metals" in
Plato's Republic refers to:
(a) Justification for slavery
(b) A myth about citizens being born from
earth with gold, silver, or bronze/iron in
their souls
(c) The divine right of kings
(d) The contract between people and rulers
Ans. (b) It was a propagandist myth to ensure
social harmony and acceptance of one's class
position.
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6. Plato's theory of Forms/Ideas holds that:
(a) Reality lies in the material world

(b) The physical world is a shadow of the real
world of eternal Forms

(c) Forms are mental constructs

(d) Forms are derived from experience
Ans. (b) Plato was an idealist; the true reality for him
was the unchanging World of Forms (e.g., the Form
of Justice, Goo(d), of which worldly things are
imperfect copies.

7. In Plato's Allegory of the Cave, what do the

shadows represent?

(@) The Philosopher-Kings

(b) lllusions and false perceptions of reality

(the empirical world)

(c) The world of Forms

(d) The past
Ans. (b) The prisoners see shadows of artifacts,
representing the deceptive world of
appearances/sense perception that most people
mistake for reality.

8. Which book of Plato describes the allegory
of the cave?
(@) The Laws
(b) The Republic (Book VII)
(c) The Statesman (d) The Apology
Ans. (b) The Allegory of the Cave is in The Repubilic,
Book VII.
9. Plato's ideal state is ruled by:
(@) The military (b) Philosopher-Kings
(c) Elected representatives
(d) The wealthy
Ans. (b) Philosopher-Kings, possessing
knowledge of the Good, are the only fit rulers.
10. According to Plato, the worst form of
government is:
(a) Oligarchy (b) Democracy
(c) Tyranny (d) Timocracy
Ans. (c) For Plato, tyranny arises from the excesses

of democracy and is the most unjust regime, where
the tyrant is a slave to his own lusts.

11. What was Plato's view on democracy?
(a) It is the best form of government

(b) Itis a rule by the ignorant multitude,
leading to disorder and tyranny

(c) ltis rule by the wise
(d) It is the most practical form
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Ans. (b) Plato was highly critical of Athenian
democracy (which condemned Socrates), seeing it
as rule by appetite and opinion, lacking in wisdom.
12. Plato's "Laws" is considered:
(a) More idealistic than "The Republic"
(b) More practical and his second-best state
(c) A treatise on economics
(d) A biography of Socrates
Ans. (b) In his old age, Plato in '"The Laws"

proposed a mixed state with rigid laws as a more
practicable alternative to the ideal Republic.

13. Who is known as the father of political
science?
(a) Plato (b) Aristotle
(c) Socrates (d) Cicero

Ans. (b) Aristotle is traditionally called the father of
political science for his empirical, comparative, and
systematic study of constitutions (polis).

14. Aristotle's famous work on political science
is:
(@) The Republic
(b) The Politics
(c) The Nicomachean Ethics
(d) The Athenian Constitution
Ans. (b) "Politics" is his seminal work on the subject.
15. The famous saying "Man is by nature a
political animal" is by:
(a) Plato
(b) Aristotle
(c) Machiavelli
(d) Rousseau
Ans. (b) From Aristotle's Politics. "Zoon Politikon" -

man achieves his telos (purpose) only within the
polis.
16. According to Aristotle, the end of the state
is:
(a) Economic prosperity
(b) Military power
(c) To ensure the good life (eudaimoni(a) for
its citizens
(d) Territorial expansion
Ans. (c) The state exists for the sake of "the good
life," which is a life of virtue and happiness.
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17. Aristotle classified governments on the
basis of:
(@) Number of rulers and the purpose of rule
(common good vs. selfish interest)

(b) Economic system

(c) Geographical size

(d) Divine will
Ans. (a) The famous six-fold classification:
Kingship/Aristocracy/Polity  (good  forms) vs.
Tyranny/Oligarchy/Democracy (perverted forms).

18. The best practicable form of government
according to Aristotle is:
(@) Kingship
(b) Aristocracy
(c) Polity (Constitutional Government)
(d) Democracy
Ans. (c) Polity is the rule by the many in the interest
of all. It is a mixed constitution, stable and
achievable.
19. The perverted form of rule by the few is:
(a) Timocracy (b) Oligarchy
(c) Democracy (d) Tyranny
Ans. (b) Oligarchy is the corrupt form of
Aristocracy, where the rich rule in their own interest.

20. Aristotle's concept of "Golden Mean" refers
to:
(@) A just economic system
(b) Virtue as a mean between two extremes of
vice
(c) The ideal population for a state

(d) The best form of government
Ans. (b) Ethical virtue is a state of character lying in
a mean between excess and deficiency (e.g.,
courage is the mean between rashness and
cowardice).

21. Who among the following was a student of
Plato and teacher of Alexander the Great?
(a) Socrates (b) Cicero
(c) Aristotle (d) Herodotus
Ans. (c) Aristotle studied at Plato's Academy and
later tutored Alexander the Great.
22. Aristotle's theory of revolution is primarily
concerned with:
(a) Causes and prevention of revolution
(b) Promoting revolution
(c) Divine causes of revolution
(d) Ignoring revolution
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Ans. (a) In Politics Book V, he analyzes causes (like
inequality, disrespect) and suggests preventive
measures (like rule of law, middle-class rule).

23. Aristotle considered slavery as:
(a) Always unjust
(b) Natural for those lacking rational faculty
(natural slaves)

(c) An economic necessity only

(d) Aresult of war
Ans. (b) Aristotle defended "natural slavery,"
arguing some men are slaves by nature, though this
is a highly controversial aspect of his thought.

24. Which of the following is a similarity
between Plato and Aristotle?
(a) Both advocated for democracy
(b) Both separated politics from ethics

(c) Both believed the state exists for moral
ends (good life)
(d) Both rejected the family
Ans. (c) Both were ethical idealists; the state has a
moral purpose. (Plato's justice, Aristotle's
eudaimonia).

25. Akey difference between Plato and Aristotle is:
(a) Plato was idealistic, Aristotle was empirical
(b) Plato focused on the ideal, Aristotle
studied actual constitutions
(c) Plato believed in communism, Aristotle
defended private property
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) These are fundamental distinctions
between the two philosophers.

26. Plato advocated for communism of property
and wives for:
(a) All citizens
(b) The ruling and warrior classes only
(Guardians & Auxiliaries)
(c) The producing class only
(d) No one
Ans. (b) To avoid distraction from duty, the
Guardians (rulers and soldiers) were to have no
private property or exclusive family ties.

217. Aristotle criticized Plato's communism
because he believed it would:
(a) Increase efficiency

(b) Lead to neglect of property and weaken
natural affections

(c) Promote equality
(d) Strengthen the state



Plato and Aristotle

3T (b) IR¥ 7 Th & s = AufRy &t @vre
ydue BT R IRAR Bl AT HRAT A UH
3R YA & A A BT ST gl

28. IRTG P IR, I B A TS §:
(a) @i (b) aRaR
(c) ifa (d) STToTIf
3T (b) XTST — 71 —» IRAN — FRpl IRAR a8
mafye g ® RN o faela g 2

29. e og1, < TP UHKR B A R'?

(a) wiet (b) SR¥Y

(c) ghRTd (d) |t

I (b) IR 7 T Bl GIRTHD, AT DI IS
& FAE A

30. wrNfoTe <™’ B IEERI Y& w9 A ErR
QRIS IRM -
(a) el (M1 &R T § =g &b ©Y H)
(0) 3RFY
(c) HT
(d) fea
3T (a) Il H ™ FAING' § - TAD a4 6l
o1 I BRI AHSIRIYdd BRAT IR BT AT
31fdred H SR faavoneras ol

3. ©R A Ao A, A R
(@) TAF BT IAH ST <
(b) ST & AT 9FT & drg AR,

TA® AT BRI IR T &
(c) 91 & = ®
(d) B B ST
3T (b) =T STYAT B HRAT MR AR & B A
TWIT 7 BRAT 81 - i), § Ruferes |

32. fra A SEiNG 3 weEte Remar & fog
[EegH T P Agd W W f*a?
(a) @it (b) ¥
(c) gaxTd (d) IRF
I (D) IR 7 IS, GGE qH T B gD AR
el & 91 Rerar ne™ o= a7l 9uR & w9 # <@l

33. IRTY B IO’ 3H B W AR geM B
(a) = wifpemel & f2d B

3 (b) NI & Ugell URh: BH <wd B &

13

Ans. (b) Aristotle argued that common property
would be poorly managed and that abolishing the
family removes a fundamental source of human
love and care.

28. According to Aristotle, the basic unit of the
state is:
(a) Individual (b) Household (Family)
(c) Village (d) Tribe
Ans. (b) State — Village — Household (Family) —

Individual. The family is the primary association
from which the state evolves.

29. Who said, "Punishment is a sort of
medicine"?
(a) Plato (b) Aristotle

(c) Socrates (d) Sophists
Ans. (b) Aristotle viewed punishment as corrective,
akin to medicine for the soul.
30. The concept of "Social Justice" is primarily
attributed to:
(a) Plato (as justice in the soul and state)
(b) Aristotle
(c) Marx (d) Rawls
Ans. (a) Plato's justice is "social' - each class

performing its appropriate function harmoniously.
Aristotle's justice was more legal and distributive.
31. In Plato's scheme, justice is:
(a) Giving what is due
(b) Harmony among the three parts of soul/
state, each performing its own function

(c) Might is right (d) Obedience to law
Ans. (b) "Justice is minding one's own business and
not meddling with others'." - Plato in The Republic.

32. Which Greek philosopher emphasized the
importance of the "middle class" for political
stability?

(a) Plato (b) Aristotle

(c) Socrates (d) Pericles
Ans. (b) Aristotle saw the large, prosperous middle
class as a stabilizing buffer between the rich and poor.

33. Aristotle's with  the
statement:

(a) Justice is the interest of the stronger

(b) Every state is a community of some kind

(c) Might is right

(d) I'think therefore | am

Ans. (b) The opening line of Politics: "Every state is
as we see a sort of partnership..."

"Politics" begins
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34. Who among the following believed in the
"Doctrine of Ideas/Forms"?

(a) Plato (b) Aristotle
(c) Both (d) None
Ans. (a) Aristotle rejected Plato's Theory of Forms,
arguing that form and matter are inseparable in
individual substances.
35. The Greek word for city-state is:
(a) Demos (b) Polis
(c) Ecclesia (d) Agora
Ans. (b) The Polis is the central unit of analysis for
both Plato and Aristotle.
36. The role of law, according to Aristotle, is:
(a) To serve the ruler's will

(b) "Reason free from passion" - it should be
sovereign

(c) Unnecessary in a good state

(d) To protect only the rich
Ans. (b) Aristotle advocated for the "Rule of Law" as
opposed to the rule of men.

37. Plato's philosopher-king
knowledge of:
(@) War techniques (b) Economics
(c) The Good (the highest Form)
(d) Al arts and crafts

Ans. (c) The philosopher's training culminates in
understanding the Form of the Good, which
illuminates all other knowledge.

possesses

38. The institution of "Board of Women" is
mentioned by:

(a) Aristotle (b) Plato
(c) Socrates (d) Machiavelli

Ans. (b) In The Republic, Plato mentions the "Board
of Women" in charge of mating arrangements for
the guardian class.

39. Who said "To seek for utility everywhere is
utterly unsuited to men that are
great-souled and free"?

(a) Plato (b) Aristotle
(c) Cicero (d) Montesquieu
Ans. (b) Aristotle criticized the view that reduced
the state to a mere commercial enterprise.
40. For Aristotle, a citizen is one who:
(a) Pays taxes (b) Is born in the territory

(c) Has the right to participate in judicial and
administrative functions

(d) Owns property
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Ans. (c) Aristotle defined a citizen functionally, by
the capacity to rule and be ruled.

41. The concept of "Cyclical Theory of Political
Change" was given by:
(a) Socrates
(b) Plato (and later elaborated by Aristotle)
(c) Karl Marx
(d) Ibn Khaldun

Ans. (b) Plato in The Republic describes the decay
of regimes from Aristocracy to Timocracy,
Oligarchy, Democracy, and Tyranny.

42. Which philosopher used the method of
dialectics?
(a) Plato (through Socratic dialogues)
(b) Aristotle
(c) Both
(d) None

Ans. (a) Plato's works are dialogues where truth is
sought through question and answer (dialectics).
Aristotle used analytical and empirical methods.

43. "The unexamined life is not worth living" is a
saying of:
(a) Plato
(b) Socrates (as reported by Plato)
(c) Aristotle
(d) Sophocles
Ans. (b) This is from Plato's "Apology," reporting
Socrates' defense at his trial.
44. Aristotle's theory of causation includes:
(@) One cause

(b) Four causes (Material, Formal, Efficient,
Final)

(c) Spiritual cause only
(d) Random cause
Ans. (b) This metaphysical framework underpins
his analysis of everything, including the state (its
final cause is the good life).
45. Plato's "Republic" can be described as:
(a) A blueprint for democracy
(b) A Utopian treatise
(c) A historical account
(d) An economic manual

Ans. (b) Itis often considered the first major utopian
work in Western political thought.
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46. According to Aristotle, democracy is the
rule by:

(@) The wise
(b) The virtuous
(c) The poor (many) in their own interest
(d) Asingle ruler
Ans. (c) In his classification, democracy is the

perverted form of polity, where the poor majority
rule for their class interest.

47. Who believed that women are capable of
being rulers in the ideal state?
(a) Plato (b) Aristotle
(c) Both (d) None
Ans. (a) In The Republic, Plato surprisingly argued
that women with the right nature could be among

the guardian class. Aristotle held a more
conventional, inferior view of women.

48. The idea of "Mixed Constitution"
championed by:
(a) Plato in Republic

(b) Aristotle in Politics (as Polity)

(c) Socrates

(d) All Sophists

Ans. (b) Aristotle's polity mixes elements of
oligarchy and democracy to achieve stability and
serve the common good.

was

49. "Justice is to give every man his due." This
definition is closer to:

(a) Plato's justice

(b) Aristotle's justice (Particular Justice)
(c) Marxist justice

(d) Sophist's justice

Ans. (b) Aristotle divided justice into distributive
and corrective/rectificatory, dealing with fairness
and deservingness.

50. The primary purpose of Plato's theory of
education was to:
(@) Promote individualism
(b) Create skilled workers
(c) Produce virtuous citizens and identify
future philosopher-kings
(d) Spread literacy
Ans. (c) It was a state-controlled, rigorous system
of moral and intellectual training to maintain class
structure and produce wise rulers.



